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        Newsletter                        Hallowe’en 2004

Dear Parents,

We are now well into the month of October and Oíche Shamhna is upon us once again.    For many it will be the thought of dressing up.    For others it will be a time of remembrance during All Saints and All Souls Day.   For others still it will be just another break and a holiday.     I hope, above all, it will be a happy break for families and that it will not be spoiled by unwanted vandalism.

School Levy:    After the Hallowe’en break we will be sending out reminders to people who have forgotten to send it in.

Extension:   For any of you who have been following the extension, the work is now nearing completion with the new steps and ramp at the Church car park being built this week and it won’t be long before the car park is opened up again to all of us.

Inside the work continues with carpenters, electricians etc. putting all the final touches.    Many parents have called in and had the tour.    If you still have not seen the inside, give a call and pop in.   You’re all very welcome to view the new St. Joseph’s as it evolves.    When we return post Hallowe’en it will be just about finished.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Confirmation Meeting   -         Confirmation meeting Tuesday November 23rd 2004

First Communion Meeting -         Parents Talk will be in the school hall on Wednesday January 26th 2005 

First Confession: 
 -                will be held in St. Joseph’s Church on Tuesday Feb. 8th 2005

First Holy Communion -              The First Holy Communion will be held this year on Saturday May 14th 2005 at 

11 a.m.

Confirmation                -  Saturday 28th May 2005 11 a.m.

We will issue fuller details about these events later but for the moment you can put the dates on your calendar or diary to help with your planning and the invites to the relatives etc.    They may all seem a long way off but its amazing how time passes by.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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Accord:   On December 15th we will have the people from Accord on their annual visit to the sixth classes in 

the school.     These are a team of specially trained facilitators dealing with all the issues about  growing up.    This was very   successful last year and we look forward to their visit this year.   All the parents of sixth class will be given full details of this later.

Jersey Day:     We were thrilled with the Jersey Day Appeal on September 24th.   We raised 

over €1,000 for famine relief.      Have a peep at our web-site on www.iosef.com.    You 

might see some of your children there.
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      it is a very popular event with many families filling a box with sweets,  toys etc.    As in all these events we stress that participation is entirely voluntary.     Again, have a look at the photos on our website at www.iosef.com.

Break:   Our break starts to-morrow October 22nd at 3 p.m. and we return to school on Tuesday 

November 2nd 

Christmas Holidays:   For those of you looking forward to Santa, our Christmas Holidays start on 

Wednesday December 22nd and we return on Monday January 10th 2005.    When we come back 

after Hallowe’en Break you will just have a mere 53 shopping days to Christmas.

Panto:     On Thursday December 16th our 2 first classes head off to the Gaiety Theatre to the Panto and I know 

how eagerly they are all awaiting that.

“Sticks and Stones”  Group:   Each year we bring trained facilitators to work with the children of 5th class 

in an anti-bullying session where they talk to children about issues surrounding their lives.


This is in addition to work done in classes and school about self-esteem, reporting, playing safe etc. 

Both this event and the Accord are paid for from the school contributions which you give at the beginning of the year.

Contribution:   Your contribution to school funding has been €30 to €35 per year for the past number of years.    Some schools in the area are now asking for contributions of €50 per term.     Next year we will more than likely have to hold a major raffle in the Christmas to Easter period as we face into a costly period in school life.   We have to absorb all the increases in living, in E.S.B. and Gas charges and the general cost of living expenses.     We have to provide all the cleaning materials, towels, soaps, toilet rolls, etc. etc. for over 500 children and 35 staff. 

This year we are also looking at the landscaping of the grounds and putting the finishing touches to our computer room and providing extra games for wet days, art materials, new photocopier and fast printer.  We will monitor our expenses during the year and see how it goes.

Registering Children:   If you wish to register children for school next September or for the following years, please call 

into the school any time during school hours.    Next September is filling up fast so if you know any new comers who do not already have children in the school and who want to enrol, please advise them to call Teresa  32984 or just call in.

Meanwhile, enjoy the Halowe’en Break and we’ll see you all back here safe and sound on November 2nd.

            ____________________________








Mr. Michael O'Callaghan - Principal




Assembly:   We’ve had 4 Assemblies since September and I think they have been of great benefit to the children and staff.   Its great to have a hall back again which enables us to have these events after a lapse of a couple of years due to lack of space.


                                       We had 1 for 3rd to 6th classes


	                                                     1 for 1st and 2nd classes


	                                                     1 for Junior and Senior Infants.


Then on the 19th September we had the whole school staff and children together.    Have a chat with your 


children about it.











