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Dear Parents,

We are now fully settled back into school routine.    The ‘rainy’ season is back with us, the central heating has been turned up, the homework is back with you and the Autumn T.V. schedules improve the quality of T.V. if you can find time to watch it.

Art  I’m glad to report a huge response to our Art / Photoycopying / Educational Supplies levy.  € 7,753  has  been contributed  so far and we will shortly be sending out reminders to those of you  who might have overlooked sending it in.    We are spending it buying art materials, books, educational games, maths equipment etc.    It enables us to give that extra bit to your children. Thank you.
Health Issues:   The Health Board people have been in contact with us and the following are dates for our diaries.

 Oct. 21st & 22nd : M.M.R. for Ms. Dalton and Ms. Russell’s 6th 

Classes.

 Dental Check
  :  October 23rd  for 6th, 4th 2nd and possibly senior 

infant classes

Holidays:  You have all been issued with your holiday list.    Please put it up in a safe place or file it away for reference.   You will also be able to check it out on our web-site at www.iosef.com.

Mid-Term Break:  

Halloween:  The School will be closed from Monday October 28th to 

                      Friday November 1st both days  inclusive.

Inservice Day for Teachers: School will be closed

                     Thursday October 17th.

Parent/Teacher Meetings: Our Parent/Teacher Meetings will be held this year on November 28th and 29th and the school will be closed at 12 noon on each of those days.

Book Fair:     Our Annual Book Fair organised by the Parents’ Council will be held from Monday November 25th to Friday November 29th, both days inclusive.    This has always been a great source books for our school libraries and long may it continue to be so.    Our sincere thanks to Helen Holden and her team for organising this Book Fair.    It is a big event in the life of the school. 


Gaiety:    Our second classes this year will be going to the Panto in the Gaiety Theatre on Thursday December 5th.    Second Class going to the Panto is developing into a tradition in the school and it is a nice start to the festive season.

Desks:   We got a lot of new furniture in the school and we sold off some of the old desks which were surplus to our requirements.    This lot is now all sold off at €10 a desk.    People are still enquiring and I’m glad to tell you that we will be getting a further supply of new furniture and more benches will then be available.   Please call to Richard or Teresa and they will sort you out.    You will have to arrange your own transport and the Board will not give any guarantees about quality.

Building Fund:   Remember we had to raise €31,250 for our new building.    We have now raised a total of €19,259.     This is a great amount  of money.    We will shortly have to pay up this sum as the tenders for the new building will be opened shortly and then we have to ‘cough up’ €31,250.   If you have forgotten to send in a cheque or contribution there is still plenty of time left.   All contributions will be receipted and acknowledged by the Trustees of the fund.

Car Park:  As the Winter has set in we make our regular appeal to you for Car Park courtesy and co-operation.   The first question to be asked is “can there be more car pooling”?    Can friends and neighbours share out the load  and cut down on the number of cars entering & exiting the car park?    Secondly, please have patience in the evening time.    The car park is always clear by about 3.10 p.m.    I know people get annoyed because someone blocks an exit.   Please be patient and courteous.    Do not park on the yellow box or wheelchair space and observe the Car Park Rules as displayed and outlined on the enclosed sheet.     Maybe those living very close to the school could walk.    When our new school is built there will be a staff car park which will free up a lot of spaces. Thank you.

Christmas Charity this year:

We will be supporting Operation Christmas Child,  the Shoe Box Appeal this year for children in orphanages in Eastern Europe.    These shoe boxes filled with toys will be flown out from Dublin airport on December 14th.   Full details in November Newsletter.   This is run by a charity called ‘Samaritans

Purse’.

Personal Accident Insurance:   Last Friday October 11th was the final closing date.   We cannot accept any more.

Autism Unit:  The foundations have been laid for temporary accommodation for the unit for children with autism.   Patrice Joyce is currently being trained and appropriate teaching aids and furniture are being sourced.    We are happy that this unit is based in St. Joseph’s and we will do our utmost to ensure  its success.


Cans:  Thank you for sending in the used drink cans but some people are still sending in empty mineral and sauce bottles which we have no way of recycling here.    These can be recycled with Noble Waste at Pettitts.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
 Editorial from ‘Irish Independent’ 10th October 2002.

Child’s Play:

 At home, the computer games and the videos.   Outside, the ferrying by car from one organised activity to another.   The lives of many Irish children in the 21st century.

Often with two things lacking.   A digest of the views of 726 teachers, compiled by the Library Association of Ireland, shows fears about the abandonment of creative play.   And younger parents are not reading to their children to the extent they would have done a few years ago.

The teachers are far from unanimous.   Only 34% say that play skills have deteriorated, with 30% seeing no change and 30% believing that, for all the factors that work against them, they have improved.    But it is disturbing that the pessimists tended to represent larger schools and disadvantaged areas.   The findings on reading are also worrying.   Children should be read to and encouraged to learn to read from an early age.

Highly organised lifestyles are understandable, perhaps inevitable, in present conditions.    But they should not be permitted to get in the way of necessary development or of what an earlier generation would have called the delights of childhood.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Enjoy the Mid-term break and thank you all for your co-operation in school affairs.

Sincerely,





_______________________





Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

