St. Joseph’s National School
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Fax:      0402 29786

E-mail:  iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
Web-site:  www.iosef.ie
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Dear Parents,

The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is now well and truly with us and we are just a short 2 ½ weeks away from Hallowe’en and a  mere  67 shopping days left  to Christmas.  So lets start saving

[image: image2.wmf]Goal Jersey Day:   We had great fun on this day with so many clubs, counties, countries and sports represented.    Thanks to all who went to the trouble of dressing up on the day and also to all those who contributed €1,166.81 to Goal’s Famine Appeal.

Bag Packing:
 Our own bag packing in Tesco made €2,132 which was a great sum of money.     Total for 2004 was €2,000 and 2005 was €1,750.   Thanks to the parents, teachers and children who helped out and to the Parents’ Council for organising it.

Shoe Box  Appeal:
Back by popular appeal  this year is the Samaritans Trust Shoe Box Appeal.    You will all at this stage have got a leaflet explaining the appeal.  Participation in this Christmas Fundraiser is entirely voluntary.

Enrolment:
We are currently enrolling for September 2007, 2008, 2009 and these classes are filling up quickly.   If you, or a neighbour who has not got a child attending St. Joseph’s,  wishes to enrol they may register with Teresa any school day in the office.

Summer Works:     Our Summer Works Scheme of cleaning away ditches and joining up all our fields and fencing the school perimeter is just now complete.    It cost over €25,000 for which we got a grant of 90% leaving us to pay €2,500.     It looks really well and adds greatly to our play area at the back of the school.  Have a look around and see it for yourself.    The view of Croghan Mountain is stunning.

We’ve already submitted plans for next Summer when we hope to further enhance the school and the area for staff, children and future generations to come.

We are also initiating plans to replace the six prefabs with 8 permanent classes.    That is in the early stages yet but we hope to advance it to drawings next year.   We’ll keep you all well informed.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Mid Term Break:   The school will be closed from Monday 30th October 

to Friday November 3rd inclusive.
Inservice:   There will be 3 Inservice Days this term on the following 

days – 20th October -   17th November and 11th December.

                     School will be closed on each of these days.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Web-site:   Our Web site is www.iosef.ie  for all school holidays, school events, booklet, lots of photographs, newsletters, etc. etc. ( please check there before you ring the school.)   Lots of people (5189 at last Friday’s count) use it.    Please tell relations, friends and past pupils about the site.

E-mail:   You can  e-mail us with notes, sickness, absences  etc. to iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
Put it in your computer address book.   It saves time in school.     Please address your e-mail to the class teacher involved.

Staff Car Park:     This is strictly a staff car park and it is not a pedestrian access.    Please use the main gate as the pedestrian access.  Please do not park on the footpath outside the school.

Bicycles:    If any student brings a bicycle to school they  must wear a helmet (School Information Booklet Page 20).

· Confirmation Meeting:   Thursday October 19th at 8 p.m.

· First Communion Meeting:  Thursday November 9th at 8 p.m.

· First Communion Saturday May 12th 2007 
******************************************************************

Uniform:

The following is the statement you all signed  at the end of the registration form when you registered your child in St. Joseph’s.

‘I have read the School Information Booklet and I undertake to support, co-operate and carry out St. Joseph’s School Policy and Code of Good Practice in the interest of and welfare of the whole school community.   My child will wear the school uniform and on P.E .days will wear the school tracksuit.   I further undertake to change the details on this form if and when the need arises.’

Please comply with this rule.  We only allow tracksuits on a regular basis in Infants and Senior Infants.    Otherwise, its full school uniforms every day with school tracksuit on P.E. days.
Jewellery:   The following is the extract  from page 22 of the School Information 

Booklet: -

Pupils are not allowed to wear studs or earrings in school. 

There is also a Health & Safety issue here for children when they are out playing together.

If any such item is brought into school whether they be valuable chains, studs, watches, phones etc. the school will not take responsibility for the loss.

Extreme hair styles or cuts are not permitted e.g. bleached, tinted or shaven heads.  (See page 22 of our School Information Booklet).

Please continue to read our School  Information Booklet and help us implement the rules, so that we can have a happy harmonious educational environment in St. Joseph’s.

*******************************************************************

· Name Tags:  Once again, I appeal to you to put name tags on your child’s coats, jumpers ties etc.

School Journal:   From 2nd to 6th class your child should have a copy of the specially designed school journal which is available in the office at €2.50 each.

Class Contribution:

 Thanks to all who have sent in the class contribution.   You should all have received your acknowledgement by now.    We are sending out reminders this week to anyone who has not sent it in.

Up Coming Events in School –

17th October 
Anti Bullying Sessions for 5th Classes.

26th October 
4th Classes visit to Wicklow Gaol

13th November
Accord – Session on Growing Up for Sixth Classes

20th November 
Primary Science for 5th Classes.

Parent/Teacher Meetings – in the week November 20th to 24th.

  5th December
Panto. in Gorey for J.I.,  S.I. and 1st Classes

19th December
Carol Service and Christmas Mass

We also hope to bring in a mobile farm for infants to 2nd classes.
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As always, individual classes will be notified of any school tour  3 weeks in advance with timetable and cost.
                        School Motto – Esprit des Corps (Team Spirit).

 We pride ourselves in having a great caring supportive team spirit here in St. Joseph’s and long may it continue to be the overriding principle that guides us in our work in educating your children according to our Mission Statement on page 1 of our Information Booklet.

We’ve had a great start to the school year.  Thanks to all of you for your support.   We really appreciate it and value your continued help, friendship and also your  financial support.  It helps us to make St. Joseph’s even better and happier for your children and the staff.

Yours sincerely                           ___________________________

                                                  Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal

