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Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the Christmas Term and now that Hallowe’en has disappeared into the dim and distant past, the chocolates, the toys and adverts. for Christmas have all now appeared and the big annual commercial promotion swings into top gear.

However, let us first concentrate on the school days ahead.
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Operation Christmas Child:    As you know, each year we try to pick a different child based charity for Christmas and to give people an opportunity to contribute on a voluntary basis.  Once again, this year we got a lot of appeals for help.     We know all the charities are totally genuine but we have chosen Operation Christmas Child, a project co-ordinated by Samaritans Purse.

The project video has been shown in the school, the leaflets have been issued and if any family wishes to decorate a medium sized  shoe box and fill it with any of the items mentioned in the leaflets,  it will be most welcome.

Children who watch “The Den” will be able to see what happens to all the Irish boxes  as Dustin and Socky will be following them to their destinations.    

It will also cost €3 to send a box if it is half full or bursting at the seams.     All the parcels will be flown out from Dublin Airport on 14th December and they are being collected in the school on 12th November. 
If you are sending in a box and the €3, please have it in to us by the 11th November for checking and sorting.    Please remember that with all our charity projects over the years, participation is entirely voluntary.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Inservice Day:    Please remember we have a Child Abuse 

Prevention Inservice Day on 15th November and school will  close at  12 noon on that day.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Inservice Day:   9th December 2002 - S.P.H.E. Inservice day for 

Teachers.   School will be closed on that day.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
                                 Board of Management  News   

                             New Building:

Tenders have been obtained by the Board from contractors.   These are now under examination by the Board’s Technical Advisers and also by the Department of Education and Science and we await the outcome of this.

New Building Fund:

   As you know we had to raise €31,743.45  as our local contribution.   We have now raised a total of  €19,264.87 and we must now collect the remaining €12,478.58.    All donations are welcome and will be receipted on behalf of the Trustees of the School Building Fund.   We look forward to hearing from you

                Unit for Children with Autism.
 Temporary accommodation is now in place for the Unit.  Plans are being drawn up by our Architects to comply with the Department of Education and Science’s specifications.
                                                  School Uniform:

The Board of Management wishes to remind parents that the full school uniform must be worn each day.    The School tracksuit is worn on P. E. days.

Tracksuits or caps bearing logos supporting teams, bands or other organisations are not allowed.


Book Fair:    Our annual Book Fair will take place from November 23rd to November 29th.    Please support this great event as the school benefits greatly from the sale of the books at this Fair.   This is organised by the Parents’ Council and we are most grateful to them for this.


Car Park:   Thanks to everyone for your co-operation with the car park.   Its great to see people car pooling and lessening the number of cars.   Thanks a million.    It is also nice to see more people who live nearby walking to school.

Desks:    We have a limited  supply of second hand desks at €10 each.   These are purchased as seen and transport needs to be arranged by the purchaser.     If you are interested please call to the office and speak to our Caretaker Richard.    All money raised goes to our Building Fund.  Please contact Richard  immediately to avoid disappointment.

10 Good Reasons to Read to your child:

1. Reading to your child gives him/her the most valuable gift of all – your time.

2. You are nurturing a lifelong love of reading.

3. Reading to your child calms him/her at the end of the day.

4. You will enjoy the experience yourself.

5. Reading to your child will give him/her a head start at school.

6. You are sharing wonderful moments with them.

7. They will develop an appreciation of good art.

8. Your children are learning – about the world, social skills, moral values and respect.

9. You are creating precious nostalgic moments for them to treasure.

10. They will love you for it.  

                                          Happy Reading.

Writers in the Classroom:     This year we are expecting visits from two Writers – Mr. John Newman and Mr. John Quinn and they will speak to the  children about their publications during the Book Fair.    

We have the Wicklow Mountain National Park Group coming on the 10th and 12th December for 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes. They will speak to the classes about environmental issues for example conservation, pollution and the flora and fauna of our native county.

Parent/Teacher Meetings:    These meetings will take place on 28th and 29th November.     Your invitations and times of meetings will be issued shortly.    Please make a special effort to attend these meetings as they are most important.

Cans:    Thanks to those who continue to send in used aluminium cans.    Please, oh please, stop sending in used plastic milk cartons, plastic bottles etc.    We do not recycle these.        Noble Waste collect these type of plastic bottles on second and last Saturday of the month at Pettitts, Wexford Road.





___________________________

                                                  Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

