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Dear Parents.

Its great to be back with you again for another academic year, having enjoyed such a wonderful summer in Costa  Irelande.     It was fabulous to see so many tanned children about on their return to school  and all looking so well and happy to be starting out again on the 2003 –2004 school year.

[image: image2.wmf]School Extension: As you are all well aware by now our new extension is well underway and by now you are able to see the shape of things to come.    There will be 8 classrooms in a two storey building in front with en-suite toilets.    The steel structure you see will be our new P.E. hall with stores, kitchenette etc. and the new entrance foyer will be through there into that end of the school.
We were delighted with the speed and efficiency of the  builders
during the Summer holidays providing us with a much needed staffroom and two badly needed resource rooms.    There is also a lot of new pipework in the old building and new windows were fitted in the new staffroom, Teresa’s room and Mr. O’Donnell’s room.   The remaining new windows will be fitted during the Hallowe’en break.

The temporary new Principal’s office is situated in the hall where Ms. C. O’Toole used to be.

We hope to have all the work on the P.E. hall and new rooms finished by next June and then the old school will be revamped.   Its great to see it all happening so quickly and we thank the Good Lord for the kind weather that allowed work to proceed so rapidly during the summer holiday.

The only other big shift around is that we have moved the 5th and 6th classes up to the Church Car Park for breaks.    This is all working well and any inconvenience caused is unavoidable.    The end result will be a great bonus.    Meanwhile, our new playing field is being developed at the rear of the school out of view to most of you at the moment.   It is a fine size and will look well when fully levelled and fenced off.
Art and Craft:    Thanks to all of you who have sent in the contributions so far.    If you have forgotten it, please send it in to your class teachers as soon as possible.

Accord:  In our Relationship and Sexuality Programme  this year we will be, again, using the services of the Dublin Diocesan Accord Team.    Last year it was deemed very worthwhile and beneficial.     This year the team will be talking to sixth class students on October 6th and the fifth class children on October 15th.

[image: image3.wmf]Rainbows:  Rainbows is a support group for children in our community who may have suffered any loss in their lives through bereavement or parental separation.    Meetings are held after school, for 12 weeks.    There is no cost involved.

For further information contact Bernadette Lynch (Rainbows Co-ordinator) St. Joseph’s 0402 32984.   Meetings will begin in the next few weeks.  
Book Grant:  If you have filled up a form for the Book Grant please call to Mrs. Clune in the school this week to pick up your grant.

Cans/Stamps:   We are still collecting used aluminium cans.   Please remember aluminium only – no steel cans or plastic bottles.   We also collect used postage stamps for the Lifeboat Service and Ringos (these are plastic ties that join cans at the top).    They are recycled in Cork.
Computers:   This year, thanks to your generosity, we will be getting  4 computers from the Tesco campaign.  Thanks to all of you for donating your tokens to us.
Trócaire:    We got the receipt for the total amount you sent in during Lent and the following months.   Boxes kept coming in up to June but, anyway, the good news is that you donated the staggering sum of €3,453.42 to Trócaire.   Your generosity to such causes is simply unbelievable.    The certificate from Trócaire acknowledging the sum is on display in the school.     This is a new record.
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Tidy School:   The Tidiest School  in the area award was won by ourselves in St. Joseph’s this year.    The award judged over May/June is one we are justifiably proud of and thanks to Richie our caretaker and all the pupils and staff for keeping the school clean and tidy.

Alive  O:    There will be an Inservice day for 5th Class Teachers organised by the Dublin Diocesan Religious Advisers.    There will be no school for the 5th class children on that day Monday 6th October.

Holidays:     You  have already got your holiday sheet or you can access the holidays on our website at www.iosef.com.    You can also follow the progress of our building on www.iosef.com -  thanks to Mr. Bryan O’Donnell, Mrs. J. Kearney and Mrs. N. Kennedy.
Staff Meeting:  Our first staff meeting for the year will be on Friday 26th September and the school will be closed at 12 noon on that day.
Welcome:    We welcome all our new infants and children and their parents  in other classes.    We hope they  will  enjoy themselves and I know they will be made most welcome by all.
Fáilte romhaibh.

                                      __________________________




Mr. Michael O'Callaghan




Principal
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