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Dear Parents,

The year is rolling on and Easter is fast approaching.    We’re now over the excitement of the Music Festival and the Concert in the Arklow Bay Hotel.    Thanks to all the staff involved in these two events for all their Trojan work.

[image: image2.wmf]Arklow Bay Concert March 26th:    I wish to thank the I.C.A. (Templerainey Guild) for organising this super Variety Concert for our School Building Fund.    It was a great extravaganza of music and entertainment attended by a capacity crowd who enjoyed every  moment of this.    We will let you know the final tally when we get it but we are reliably informed that it currently stands at over €5,000.    A special word of

 thanks to Winnie Brennan who was the chief organiser and all the artistes and the Arklow Bay Hotel who gave their services free.    This was real community in action for good.    Thank you I.C.A.

First Confessions are now over for the first  Communion classes and they will make their First Holy Communion in May.

Saturday May 10th Ms. Duggan’s Class


Saturday May 17th Ms. Nash’s Class.

Confirmation will be on next Sunday April 6th and we wish Ms. Dalton’s  and Ms. Russell’s classes and their parents and relations all the very best wishes on this important day in their lives.    It is always a great joyous extended family day.    Let’s hope the Good Lord looks down on us with  favourable weather. 

Energy Day:   Mr. Doyle and his Green School Committee are watching our energy usage and our Energy Day was a great success.   We have to keep cutting down on energy, on 

[image: image3.wmf]Waste and keep on recycling.    We have a green page on our web site www.iosef.com on the Home Page.   Have a look at it and all comments and suggestions will be welcomed at the school.    Yerra go on! Have a look at it and lets hear what you think of it.    We’ve also set our potato crop in the school garden.

Inservice Day:   The next Inservice Day we have been informed is May 19th and the school will be closed on that day.

Aid for School Books: 

The Minister for Education wishes to refer to the Aid for School Books Grant Scheme in Primary Schools.   The scheme will operate again in 2003/2004 on the basis of the same criteria as in the current school year. 

Once again this year I am issuing a separate letter to everyone and if you think you are eligible please return it to me to-morrow as the returns must be back to the Department by April 18th.    It is hoped to issue the aid in June this year.   Only those people who return the completed form can be considered.

Enrolment:   Most people have, by now, returned their enrolment forms for September 2003 and we will be having our meetings for new parents on May 28th and 29th.  Invitations for these meetings will be issued after the Easter Holidays.   If you have forgotten to enrol or you have a neighbour who does not already have children in the school please pop in to Teresa any day during school hours and fill up a form.

Raffle:    Our school Raffle is progressing very well.    We set ourselves  a target of €5,000 and we currently have 

€4,545.     This is tremendous and we are absolutely thrilled with the response so far.    People still have tickets out there and we ask you to send them in as soon as possible.    We have a few books left so  if there is anyone out there who could sell a few more books before Wednesday April 9th  please contact Teresa in the office.  We will also  be receiving cheques from Parents’ Council and the I.C.A. as a result of their fund raising efforts.

You have all been so generous that we are expecting to comfortably exceed our target of €31,743.45.  Thanks a million to every one of you.

As usual we will keep you all informed.   We will try to issue you all with a special newsletter on April 10th to let you  know the winners of our raffle and the total amount raised.


Easter Holidays:

Our Easter Holidays start Friday April 11th at 12 noon and school reopens Monday April 28th at 9.20 a.m.

Watchful Eye:

Please keep your usual watchful eye on the school and report anything suspicious to the Gardai.   The school is NOT  a venue for after school skateboarding, golf driving range, motorised scooters or other such motorised buggies.

Thank you.

                                      ________________________




Mr. Michael O'Callaghan  Principal

