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Dear Parents,

As the school year is galloping ahead, it  is timely that I should drop you all a few lines about school affairs.

New Extension:   As you can see we are in the final phases of completing stage 1 of the new extension to St. Joseph’s.    There has been a major amount of work done since last July and it is great that it was completed with the minimum of inconvenience to everyone.    This week the new drop off section is being worked on, hence the traffic lights and slight delays.    It is heartening to see so many people walking to school.    Maybe the trend will continue when the work is completed. 

All of the 8 new rooms are now completed as are the new tarmacadamed play areas. The green playing areas have now been seeded and levelled so these should be ready for use by September.     The staff car park and new entrance are now nearing completion.     We should be moving shortly into the new section.
Wheelchair Space:

We ask parents to please reserve the wheelchair space for wheelchair users.
You can follow the school building progress on our web-site www.iosef.com and this present Newsletter and past issues can be accessed on the web-site.    Please tell past pupils abroad about it so that they can follow progress of St. Joseph’s.

Tours:   Your children will now know about their school tours and we will send out official notices to each family in due course.

[image: image2.wmf]First Communion:   On this Saturday morning  8th May 
64 children from St. Joseph’s will receive First Holy Communion.
Service of Light:    
Tuesday May 18th  7. 30 p.m.
Confirmation Day:
Sunday   May 23rd  2.00 p.m       
We wish all the First Communion and Confirmation children and their families every good wish and blessing.
Meeting day for Parents of New Infants  for September 2004.

These meetings will be held over 2 days in May on May 19th and 20th and individual invitations have been sent out to families involved.    If someone has forgotten to enrol or if there is a new family about, please ring Teresa at 32984.
School Planning Day:   The Department of Education and Science request a school staff planning day.     This will be held on Friday May 28th and there will be no school for the children on that day.
Friday June 25th:    There will be a Curriculum Review Day on this day and school will close at 12.30 p.m. 
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Tesco Tokens:  Thanks to all of you who sent in 56,920 tokens to the school.    If there are any more loose tokens  hanging around at home, or in neighbours’ or relations’ houses, please send them in to us as soon as possible.    They will be exchanged for computer and educational software for your children.

Pupil absences:   Once again, I remind you that under the Educational Welfare Act we are now obliged by law to report absences in excess of 20 days per year.      Welfare Officers are now following up on already reported cases of children who have missed over 20 days.    Please send your child to school every day.

     June 11th:   Local and European Elections:

The Returning Officer requires the use of the school on this day and, consequently, there will be no school for your children on June 11th.
Trócaire:     
              Thanks to all the people who sent in Trócaire boxes.    There 
             was a huge response again this year and we will inform you of 
 
the total collected when we get the return from Trócaire
headquarters in Maynooth in due course.

Hallowe’en  and Christmas Breaks:   
If you want to start planning your holidays for next Hallowe’en and Christmas, the following are the agreed national dates for all Primary and Secondary Schools.:

October 2004 Mid Term Break:

All schools will close from 25th – 29th October 2004 inclusive.

Christmas 2004:

All schools will close on 22nd December 2004 which will be the 

final day of the school term.    All schools will re-open on 10th
January 2005.

                                School Uniform and Dress Code
We wish to remind parents that the school uniform must be worn on all school days other than on days of P.E. lessons.

[image: image4.wmf]We also remind parents that pupils are not allowed to wear studs or earrings in school.     The school will not accept responsibility for lost jewellery if it is worn or brought into school and extreme hairstyles or cuts are not permitted e.g. bleached, tinted or shaven heads.  (See School Information Booklet 
Page 17)
Healthy  Eating:

We had a great launch of our school’s Healthy Eating Policy and we were the school featured in the “Irish Independent”.    We are very pleased with the healthy lunches children continue to bring to school and the great numbers of people who walk to school and take regular exercise.

There is also a heightened interest in sports related Summer camps helping children participate in active pursuits. 

Once again, thank you sincerely for your co-operation and support during our building programme.

________________________



Mr. Michael O’Callaghan,   Principal
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