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Dear Parents,

We’re back again after the Easter Recess and we’ve left the hectic Christmas to Easter term behind us as we face into the summer season and, hopefully, fine weather and peace and  happiness for all our families.
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Fund-raising:   We are delighted to announce that you contributed a total of €41,601.08 to our school building fund.     This was the total amount lodged to the school bank  account last week.    Thanks a million to all who have contributed.
Trad/Blues Festival:
The final two nights of the Trad/Blues Festival will be held in the Mary B. Lounge, Lr. Main Street, Arklow with Bree Harris on this Wednesday May 21st at 9.00 p.m.     Admission is just €10.

The Grand Finale will be with Cruinniú in the same venue on May 28th .  Music starts at 9 p.m. and admission is just €6.

Any profits accruing will go to our school. 
Trócaire:    Nearly all the Trócaire boxes are now in and  the monies have been sent away.     We will give you the total when we get the official figure back from the Trócaire  Head Office in Dublin.   Thanks to everyone who has supported the cause so generously.
Confirmation and First Communion:
We are now at the end of these two great events for the school and parish community.  Year after year much preparation goes into these Sacramental classes by all concerned.   

On these days it is great to see such great numbers of families coming together. There is a massive  buzz and sense of celebration about. As someone said recently “If we didn’t have them we would have to invent them”. It is grand to see young children and parents realising the importance of the Sacraments in the  development of the children’s  lives.  Thanks to everyone involved.

Tesco Tokens:   Last year you sent us in 52,903 tokens for computers and software.    Yet, believe it or not, you have surpassed yourselves this year by sending in the grand total of 56,100.    Maybe, there is still a chance that someone out there has some tucked away safely somewhere.    You are still in time to send them in. Thank you all very much.

[image: image3.wmf]
Smoking:   Under current legislation smoking is prohibited in all parts of school buildings and grounds, including staff rooms (1st Schedule, Part 1, Paragraph 1 (iii) Tobacco (Health Promotion and Protection) Regulations, 1995. All areas must be clearly identified by the use of appropriate notices indicating that smoking is prohibited.   (Regulation 6 (I) Tobacco (Health Promotion and Protection) Regulations, 1995.

Any person found smoking in a designated area (an area in which the consumption of tobacco products is either prohibited or restricted), may be subject to prosecution, which could result in a maximum fine of €126.     (Section, 4 Tobacco [Health and Promotion and Protection] Act 1988)
New Pupils: Parents of all the new children for next September should have received their  invite to a meeting on either 26th, 28th or 29th May.    If you or any friends have not had one posted out to you, please let us know. 

[image: image4.wmf]Green Flag:   We are really proud of the fact that we have, once again, been awarded the International Green School Flag for another 2 years as a mark of recognition for the school’s work in green issues, recycling, litter awareness, energy saving etc.    Thanks to Mr. Doyle and the Green School Committee for spearheading the effort and making the presentation to An Taisce. Thanks to every staff member and pupil in St. Joseph’s and to all you parents and members of Templerainey Community who continue to send in used aluminium cans, stamps, ringos, used computer cartridges.   Let’s hope the effort makes the community more aware of Reducing, Reusing, Recycling.    In the end, everyone wins with a cleaner healthier environment.    The flag will be presented at a National Presentation in Dublin on May 27th 2003.    Well done to all concerned.    We are very pleased and delighted.   
The Citation from An Taisce read – “An Taisce’s Green Schools Evaluation Committee which makes the decision to award the Green Flag, was extremely impressed with your programme and had no hesitation in awarding the International Green School Flag to St. Joseph’s.”
Traffic Warden:    We wish Mrs. Margaret Tancred well in her position as Traffic Warden outside the school and we know that you will all co-operate with her .
Writer in the Classroom:    Cora Harrison, author of many children’s books,  will visit the school for a day trip on May 22nd.    This is our third author this year and it should be a great day for the children of St. Joseph’s to meet the author, hear her read her books and develop their interest in reading.

Absences:   Under the Education Welfare Act 2000, we are now obliged to report absences over 20 days to the Education Welfare Office on a standard form stating child’s name, address, date of birth.
To answer a few questions –

Q. We usually go on holidays in June or September, will this be counted as absences?

A. Yes, all days missed will be counted.

Q. Do we need to send in notes for absences?

A. Yes, you do and these will be retained by the class teacher.

This is already in the School Information Booklet (Page 13)

School Tours:    All class tours have now been organised and you will have got details of them from individual class teachers

Web-Site: You can access all our Newsletters on our Website at

www.iosef.com.    Our updated School Information Booklet will be posted up on the site very shortly.
Gaeilge:   People often ask how they can help their children with the Irish.  Around the school we have various signs in Irish.    We have “frása an lae” at each door.    On our web-site we have a link to www.daltaí.com.     This is an excellent site with lots of Irish. It will give you the  English version and  the proper pronunciation.     Go on! Look up our web-site www.iosef.com and link up with the ‘daltaí’ site.  Ar aghaidh libh.
                                     _______________________________

                                    Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal

