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Dear Parents.

Now that April is over we hope that the April showers will bring forth the May flowers.    The daffodils are fading fast and the frost, hopefully, disappearing soon.    It will be time to put in the Summer bedding plants, trim edges, cut the grass and join in a great Spring clean for the area.

M.M.R.   We had the doctor  and nurses here in the school on the 25th and 26th for the M..M.R. vaccinations for infants.    There was a 95% take up.   Our thanks to the team involved for being so nice and to our own Ms. Lee and  Ms. O’Toole.

Pilgrimage:   Our sixth classes are off to do the Glendalough Pilgrims Walk with Sr. Anne and Sr. Kathleen on Wednesday May 1st as they prepare for their Confirmation.   It will be a special day for them as they will be removed from the ‘hurley burley’ of school life for a day and prepare themselves for their Confirmation.

Web-Site:   As many of you now know, we have our own school Web-site WWW.iosef.com.     Here you can access our parents’ booklet, school calendar, newsletters etc.    Have a peep at it and we welcome your comments  which you can e-mail to us at iosefstaf@eircom.net  or write to us.    If there is something you think we should include, please let us know.    If you know good sites, let us know also.    All information should be addressed to  Bryan O’Donnell, I.T. Co-ordinator for the school.

Dyslexia:   Thanks to Parents’ Council for organising Anne Hughes who gave a wonderful talk and question and answer session here in the school on Wednesday last April 24th.

Confirmation:   Confirmation takes place on Saturday  May 18th .

Holy Communion:   Holy Communion will take place on May 25th .

Parents’ Council would welcome any help from any parent in making teas in the school hall after both Sacraments.   Please contact Mrs. H. Holden  or Teresa in the office if you are willing to help.

[image: image3.wmf]Golf Classic:   At time of going to press,  there are 32 teams 

with 12 of the 18 holes sponsored.   There is still plenty 

of time to join in.    Teams of 4 cost  €200  and it costs €100  to sponsor one of the 18 holes.     Please contact the school at 0402 32984,

 Paul Kinsella  087 2591642 or Cormac Walsh 31364.

School Closures:     
Friday May 3rd Bank Holiday Weekend




Monday May 6th Bank Holiday Weekend

Friday May 17th Election Day.

Friday May 31st Whit Bank Holiday Weekend

Monday June 3rd   Whit Bank Holiday Weekend

Friday June 28th School Summer Holidays 

[image: image4.wmf]Amazing Oceans:  This year’s special treat will be the visit to the school on June 10th and 11th of Amazing Oceans.     Wild Ireland is an Irish provider of science-themed educational programs.   The challenge for young people to be aware and proud of their natural surroundings is seen as an absolute.   This scheme will generate greater interest and awareness among our young people through the delivery of well thought out practical presentations that fit well into new areas of the primary science (social, environmental and scientific education) curriculum.   These presentations use practical equipment and demonstrations  and are enhanced by audio and video segments.    We will get some sponsorship for this from the Parents’ Council and we will charge €1 per child.

School Tours:    School tours have now been arranged for most classes.    We are pleased to have a good mix of educational tours again this year avoiding expensive shopping trips, amusement arcades etc.    We hope the children enjoy the choices.   All tours are priced at minimum costings.    We range from Pirates Cove, Greenane Farm, Hill Walk, Baltinglass Leisure Centre, Art Gallery and Viking Experience Dublin, National Concert Hall,  and Ferrycarrig National Heritage Park.

I hope all these events give your children a good positive experience of school and help to develop them socially and educationally.

Tours take a lot of organising so please, when you get your Parent Slip, sign it and return to school immediately.   Likewise, please send in the money on the chosen day.

Tesco Tokens:    We set a target this year of 32,000 tokens.     As we go to Press we have 53,515.    If we can get to 54,000 this will guarantee us 4 spanking new computers.   Thanks a million to all of you.    Ye are super.


Pride:    I’ve often said it before but you really are great people for contributing to good causes.   

Remember this year you gave €2,059.08 to Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children and €3,307.67 to the Parents’  Council for the Building Fund.

This was in addition to your Art and Craft levy.    There is a great sense of pride and joy in being part of a great community which is so good,  friendly, supportive and generous.

Recycling Ink Cartridges:  We see that The National Parents’ Council / Primary  County Wicklow have introduced all national schools to a great offer:   recycling and fundraising all in one.    This project is run in conjunction with Barnados Charity.  The Ko-Rec-type Europe Recycling will accept reusable inkjet and laser toner cartridges and will offer a payment for these.    So, please let us have your empty ink cartridges for this project.   

We continue to recycle cans, used stamps and Ringo tops from cans as part of our overall reduce/reuse/recycle policy.

Appeal:  Please look out  for vandals around the school as last week-end we had two windows broken and it is a pure waste of money to have to repair these.   If you see something unusual happening around the school please phone the Gardai.

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.


Farming Video:   As part of our Safety in the Community Policy we are currently showing the safety    “Childsafe” Be Safe on the Farm Video and  Interactive C.D. to all classes.

Summer Camps:   We now have a wide variety of Summer camps advertised on our Community Notice Board in the school hall.    This is a free service which the Board of Management provides to all groups in the area as it is beneficial for children to be involved in activities over the Summer holidays.    If you want to see what is available this Summer just pop in and look at the Community Notice Board next to Teresa’s office.

It is Board policy to provide equal treatment to all  and not to promote any one group above another.

 Enjoy the week-end!

 ________________________________




          Mr. Michael O'Callaghan





Principal.

Trocaire:   As we print here to-day, you have responded in your usual generous way here.   You have sent in the fantastic total of €3,132.44.       Sincere thanks to Marie O’Regan and Patricia Gray for lots of counting, to Marie, Teresa & Richie for banking and to the dozens of children too numerous to mention who gave up their lunch times to sort the coins.   This year it was a huge task to sort out the old Irish, the Euro and foreign coins. Once again, thanks.








