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St. Joseph’s N. S.

Templerainey,

Arklow, Co. Wicklow.

Phone:
0402 32984

Fax:
0402 29786

E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
Web-site: www.iosef.com
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Dear Parents,

[image: image3.wmf]Let’s hope that the mid term break helped get rid of all the sickness and bugs which were around  in the weeks before we broke up.

Now we have the  Music Festival, we look forward to  the I.C.A. Concert in the Bay, our big School Raffle and the Easter holidays.    In between, of course, we will work hard on the education of all our children.

Our next Inservice day will be for Science on March 14th.  The school will be closed on that day.

If you are in any doubt about dates, school holidays, Inservice days etc. just look up our school web-site at www.iosef.com. Likewise, if you want to look up past newsletters or the school information booklet, just click on www.iosef.com and all the info is there for you.

Appeal to Parents:   When the infants and  senior infants are walking home, please do not put them on top of the wall to walk down along.    This is highly dangerous.    Likewise, when walking by the entrances to  Carrigmore and Inbhear Mór Park please hold them by the hand.    The Dublin Road is very busy with traffic and we’ve had a few reports recently of near misses with cars and young children.    Please continue to take care and avoid accidents.   

Parents’ Council:   Thanks a million to the wonderful Parents’ Council for organising that great social event  on St. Valentine’s night in the Royal Hotel.   It was an outstanding success.    Thanks to all who helped in the organisation of the dance, donated spot prizes and all who attended or supported it in any way.   This dance  raised €2,000 towards the school Building Fund.

I.C. A. Concert in Arklow Bay Hotel -Our next big event for the school will be this super concert in the Bay on March 26th.

It will feature  -  School Choir,  3 School Action Songs,  Denise Brennan (Soprano) , Mick Troy (Tenor), Terry Cantwell (Soprano),  Dom Carroll (Base), Tom Duggan & Pat Brennan, Gerry Delaney (Comedy Act)

Caítríona O’Brien ( All Ireland  Accordion Winner and her Group)

Niamh Penston (Soprano), Richard Murphy (School Caretaker) and a few ‘surprises’.

Tickets are now on sale at €8 each for adults and €5 each for children.

This will be a great night’s entertainment as well as being a good social occasion  and a full house is guaranteed.

Tickets available from I.C.A. members or Teresa in the school office.  Get your tickets early and avoid disappointment.

Thanks to the I.C.A. members for this lovely gesture of organising this concert for the school building fund.    

Arklow District Lions Club very generously donated a sum of €1,000 to our school Building Fund.   We are deeply grateful to Arklow Lions for this very generous donation which was handed over by  the President  of the club,  Mr. John Purcell.

Thank you once again Arklow and District Lions Club for your caring concern and for thinking of us.    Thank you.

                   Car Parking:

[image: image4.wmf]Once again, we  appeal to all of you  to park sensibly.   Some people

           insist on parking at the school gates on the opposite side of the

            road.    This is both illegal and highly dangerous.    It is forcing

           cars out onto the road and blocking the sight line of the Traffic

           Warden and children.    To those who continue to do this, we

           appeal to you  to park away from the school gate.    It will be too

[image: image5.wmf]           late if there is an accident. 

Secondly, we appeal to those living near the 

                school to walk in fine weather.

Thirdly, to those who live near each other please try 

                 to car pool and cut down on the number of cars.

Fourthly, the top car park is often empty while the bottom one is choked

                up.   Please use both sections.   

When our new school is built there will be a staff car park which will free up a lot of spaces and, eventually, when the water filtration plant is finished, the tanker (which is very welcome) will no longer be required.

In the interim, we appeal to everyone to co-operate with us in keeping the system operating as efficiently as possible.   Thank you.

School Raffle:     We now have  tickets printed  for our major school raffle with 17 prizes on offer.    A special letter will be issued to every parent on Monday next March 10th in our final push to raise the final  €5,000 for our school extension and refurbishment.    Ye have been very generous so far and, as usual, we will keep you all fully informed of developments.  I know there are many demands on your finances but we just have to raise this €31,743.45 now. We will never again have 3 fundraisers so close together.   Thanks a million to all those parents - friends who have been so generous in contributing to our fund and to the donors of prizes.   If you have forgotten to contribute,  the fund is open ‘till April 9th and all contributions, large and small, will be receipted and acknowledged.

The prizes for the school raffle to be held on April 9th are as follows:-

1. Sony D.V.D. Player

2. 2 nights B. & B. for 2 in Springhill Court Hotel, Kilkenny

 – one   evening meal

3. B. & B. for 2 in Glenview Hotel

4. Dinner for 2 with Wine, in Kitty’s Restaurant

5. €100 shopping voucher for John Swan,  Jewellers

6. €100 Holiday Voucher

7. €75 Pettitt’s  Shopping  Voucher

8. €50 Car Valet Voucher

9. Giant Easter Egg

10. Giant Easter Egg                

11. Glanbia Hamper

12. Glanbia Hamper

13. €30 Voucher for Duffy’s Chemist

14. Photographic Print, Adrian O’Brien

15. Book Voucher for “Inkwell”

16. 4 Rowntree Easter Eggs

17. Entry to “Let’s Go” Summer Camp for 1 child

Reminder:   Monday 17th March  St. Patrick’s Day – School  Closed.

      Friday 11th April  - Easter Holidays – School closes at 12 noon.

Enrolments: Our open days for new parents this year will be May 28th and 29th.  Please ensure you have your children enrolled by then. 



Michael O’Callaghan



