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Dear Parents,

It’s June again and we are facing the home straight in another school year in  St. Joseph’s.   I hope it has been enjoyable and educationally beneficial for you and your children.

Thanks:
 At year’s end it is nice to say thanks to all our staff, parents and children  for working so hard during the year.

Board of Management:   Thanks to all the Board of Management members who gave freely of their time and expertise during the year for the benefit of the school community.

Parents’ Council:   Thanks again to a very committed group who run the Parents’ Council.    The past year has been a particularly active year starting with the reception for new parents in September, the highly successful Book Fair, those lovely candles, the social event, Easter Raffle, the education night on Dyslexia and receptions for First Holy Communion and Confirmation.   This is a huge workload in addition to their monthly meetings and is greatly appreciated by all.

Their unstinting voluntary commitment is an example for all in helping to build a sharing community in St. Joseph’s.

Parents:  You, the parent body,  are a great bunch of people.   The school is noted for its family caring ethos and all of you contribute to that by your friendship and generosity at all times.  Thank you.

Ourselves:  We do our level best to be open with you at all times by monthly newsletters, our information booklet and our web-site.

This, hopefully, keeps you  informed about school life and gives you the link in the parents/school partnership.     We try to respond to your requests for appointments as speedily as possible and, hopefully, resolve any problems you may have.   Thanks to all of you who send in comments, greeting cards etc. to us.    We are  all human and respond to praise more readily than criticism.

Congratulations:  We congratulate all you parents and children on finishing another great year with us.

[image: image3.wmf]Tesco Tokens:    This year you contributed  55,869          tokens which gives the school a wonderful total of 4 computers.    This is a huge amount to contribute and we really thank all our children, friends and associates who sent them in.

Crumlin Hospital:  You were brilliant with our chosen charity  this year sending in €2,059.08.

Round Table:  Thanks to the Round Table who organised the Golf Classic for us which raised  €6,010.

General:   Hundreds of you continue to send in cans for recycling for our building fund, used stamps for R.N.L.I.,  Ringos and used empty ink jet cartridges.    Many people do us favours during the year.    Thanks a million to all of you for your continued commitment to St. Joseph’s School and Community and thanks to all our many sponsors during the year.

Choir:   A sincere word of thanks to our school choir  who rehearsed every Wednesday from 3 – 4 during the year.    Their beautiful singing enhanced the First Communion and Confirmation ceremonies.

Tours:   I hope all your children enjoyed the great variety of tours and trips organised for them.   They are a very necessary part of school life to build up the fabric of good social interaction between groups of children and also in developing good pupil/teacher relationships.

Web-site:   This year we set up www.iosef.com which is a great addition to our school.   You can access newsletters, booklets, school calendar, history, photos of special events.   It is a developing asset for the school.
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Amazing Oceans:   Each year we try to stage some

special event for the school and the Amazing Oceans 

display went on for 1 ½ days in the school and was, without doubt, a tremendous educational show for your children.

Sports/Breakfast:   This week we will be having sporting and health activities.   Each class group will have about ten sporting events.    Every child will be served a breakfast in the school.   Each class will talk about healthy eating and a dietician   will talk to senior  classes.   It should be a great week in the school and all we need is a little fine weather.   Later on we will acknowledge our many sponsors of the Healthy Breakfast.

We will shortly give you booklists and reports and look forward to our Summer recess.    During the holidays we will be erecting another temporary  class for an  extra  teacher next year which should bring down Pupil/Teacher ratio.

New School:   At year’s end our new school plans are nearly ready to be unfolded and we hope to see the start of our much needed  extension shortly.

Car Park:  Once again I enclose the CAR PARK sheet to remind people about the problems there and possible solutions.

We would  like to congratulate the students who are too numerous to mention who have had successes  in Art/Sporting, cultural and other events.

Summer Camps:   We hope the  Summer camps are an enjoyable experience and wish everybody a safe return in September.

Finally, thanks a million again to all and sundry who helped out and encouraged us during the year.    There are too many to name individually.    Suffice to say that we really appreciate and value you all and will continue to work hard to keep St. Joseph’s great.





__________________________





Mr. Michael O'Callaghan





Principal

