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January 2003

Dear Parents,

Its another January and the 2003 calendar unfolds before us.   We’ve put 2002 to rest and look forward to what lies in store for all of us in the year ahead now that all our systems have been rekindled after the Christmas break. May you all be happy and healthy in 2003.

[image: image2.wmf]Music Festival:   With January comes entries to the Music Festival and any of your children who wanted to take part have now been entered.    Some classes will also be entering action songs and choirs.

Parents’ Council:   Our new Chairperson of the Parents’ Council is Mr. John Swan and we all look forward to working with him over the next couple of years.   Have a chat with John and help him and all his volunteer committee members  in their various fund raising and other activities during the year.    The full committee will be published shortly and will also be available on our website www.iosef.com
Thanks to the Committee for organising the very successful table quiz on January 2nd 2003 which raised €784.19 for your children.  Thanks also to the many people who came along and supported it.

The next big event will be the St. Valentine’s night supper dance in the Royal Hotel on February 14th.    Tickets at €15 each are available from committee members and the school.  Please support this social event.    Buy a ticket and come along.

Concert:   There will also be a concert for the school on March 26th in the Arklow Bay Hotel, full details later.

Raffle:  In addition, there will be a major school raffle for the benefit of the school building fund.

Staff Meeting:   Staff Meeting on Friday January 24th.   School 

closes at 12 noon on that day.   Please remember to collect your children on time.

Inservice:  There will be an Inservice day for teachers on Tuesday
February 25th   on the subject of Irish and the school will be closed on that date.  We will also have an Inservice on Monday May 19th 2003.
                          Dates for your diary –

Mid Term Break:  School Closed Monday February 17th – Friday 21st both days inclusive.

25th February 
First Communion meeting in school hall at 8 p.m.

27th February  Confirmation meeting in school hall at 8 p.m.

11th March 
First Confession 7 p.m. Ms. Duggan’s class.

13th March 
First Confession 7 p.m. Ms. Nash’s class.

25th March
Service of Light  8 p.m. Ms. Russell’s class

 1st April
Service of Light  8 p.m. Ms. Dalton’s class

 6th April
Confirmation Ms. Russell’s & Ms. Dalton’s classes

10th May 
First Communion Ms. Duggan’s class

17th May
First Communion Ms.  Nash’s class.

[image: image3.wmf]Down to Earth Theatre:  We had a great day’s live theatre for the middle section of the school on January 9th.    The subject matter was recycling litter etc.

The Twits:   Our three fourth classes went to the Pavilion Theatre Dun Laoghaire on January 10th for more live theatre when they went to see “The Twits”.    A great day was had by all.

Writers:   Last November we had the two authors John Quinn  and John Newman with us.    Next, Ms. C. O’Toole has arranged Cora Harrison to pay a visit  and read from her work on May 22nd.  

Reading and Maths etc.    Please help your children by taking an interest in their work.    Read to them and work  with them.    Ask them about the content, help them with maths, do the problems with them not for them.    Talk to them about history, geography, nature, civics.    Encourage good study habits.  Make sure they don’t watch too much T.V. or  spend too long at Playstations.    Ensure they are involved in some pastime and try and make sure they go to bed on time.

Recycling:   Once again, we appeal to whoever is dropping in steel cans, glass and plastic bottles to us to please stop doing so.   We only recycle used aluminium drink cans.    You can recycle the others with Noble Waste parked at Pettitts on Wexford Road on second and last Saturday of each month.

Website:    If you want to check holidays etc. check it first on www.iosef.com.    If you have any suggestions or ideas or comments please forward them to the staff members in charge of www.iosef-com -  Bryan O’Donnell, Joan Kearney and Norma Kennedy at our e-mail address iosef.ias@eircom.net 

Notes:   Notes are required to be sent to the class teacher when children are absent.    When children are going home early for appointments they must be collected at the classroom door.

Timekeeping:  Please encourage children to be on time in the mornings.    Some children continue to come in late.   School starts at 9.20 a.m. 

Enrolment Forms:  We are currently updating all our school records.   Consequently, we are sending out a registration form to everyone in the school (Junior Infants to 5th Class) to complete and return to the class teacher as soon as possible.   You need not send in the birth certificate .   This will only apply to new children starting September 2003.   We will, however, need your child’s P.P.S. Number.   Thank you.

School Tours arranged so far:

May 9th Ms. McLoughlin – Ms. Murphy – Baltinglass Outdoor Pursuit

 Centre

May 26th Ms. M. Dalton – Ms. L. Russell – Baltinglass Outdoor Pursuit 

Centre.

May 30th Mr. J. Doyle – Ms. H. Hayes – Glendalough Education Centre

 and Heritage Trail.

Full details will be issued in due course.

Meeting of new children  for September 2003:

There will be 2 sessions this year on Wednesday May 28th and Thursday May 29th  when we will welcome all new children to the school.   If you, or a friend or neighbour, have not already enrolled a child eligible to come to St. Joseph’s in September 2003 please do so immediately.    Contact Teresa at 32984 during normal school hours.  





________________________

Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
