St. Joseph’s N. S.

Templerainey,

Arklow, Co. Wicklow.

Phone:  0402 32984

Fax:      0402 29786

E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
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Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the new year and the new term.

Welcome:  We welcome Ms. K. Blake to the staff of St. Joseph’s.

Inservice:   Our next Inservice days will be on February 25th and 26th .These Inservice days are organised by the Department of Education and Science to support teachers as they change over to a new curriculum.   There will be no school for your children on both these days.   Please make a note of this on your holiday sheet.   Also please remember Spring  Mid-term break  - school closes 3 pm Thursday Feb. 14th and re-opens Tuesday February 19th at 9.20 a.m. 
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First Holy Communion:   This year this will be held on Saturday 25th of May.   Fr. Conlan will be having 2 ceremonies – one at 10 o’clock and one at 12 o’clock.

Confirmation:  Confirmation will take place on Saturday 18th May with Bishop Drennan. Time to be confirmed later.

Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children:   With the changeover to the Euro many of you contributed your ‘old’ change to this worthy cause.    You subscribed so far  £1,433.16 to Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children.   This was tremendous.   The buckets will be in the school ‘till February 9th so if you still have any change please drop it into the school and we will pass it on to Mrs. Geraldine Nicholson.    Please don’t leave it in jars on windows etc. when it can be put to such good use.

[image: image5.wmf]General Hints:   Please continue to help your children with their homework.   Talk to them about school life,  discuss sport or daily events with them.    Far too many children are coming into school having watched too much T.V. and too many videos.

· Please help them develop their oral language.

· Encourage  your children to read more.

· Create a home environment where reading by everyone is the normal thing.

· Help your children with their homework.

· Select books that interest children.

· Help them solve simple maths. problems.

· Help them develop knowledge of maths.

· Talk about geography, history, science.

· Say the cúpla focal Gaeilge.

If you have a computer please make sure they are not playing games constantly.    Computers are a great learning aid when used properly under supervision.


· Do some paired shared reading with your children.

· Talk to them positively about school life.

· Ask questions.                                   

· Help them develop enquiring minds.

· Make sure their books are always neatly covered.

· Ensure their books are always clean (no scribbles).

Appointments:  Once again I must remind people that you must ring  the school to make appointments to see a teacher or myself.   We will not be responding to the “Can I see you for a minute,  please”.

Building Fund:   We have full planning permission to proceed with our school extension but we still need final approval from the finance people in the Department of Education & Science before we can turn the first sod.   Meanwhile, we still must raise the €31,743 local contribution.   The total raised so far is  €11,880.

The fund is very much open and you can subscribe any time.   All donations are fully receipted and acknowledged.    Thanks to all who have subscribed so far.   There will be a table quiz and a golf classic held to raise money for this fund during the year.

Enrolments:   We are enrolling children now for September 2002.   Please check that you have your child enrolled.   If there are any new families in your area who have no children in the school already, please remind them  about enrolling.

Trócaire:    Lent 2002 is fast approaching and the details of this year’s Trócaire Campaign  have arrived in the school.    Each year we distribute the boxes to give families an opportunity to contribute to this Third World charity and this will be your charity for this term.    You were super, as I already said, in your generosity to the Crumlin Hospital.  

Trócaire is the school’s Christmas to Easter charity.

School Uniform:  Please ensure your child is wearing the full school uniform or tracksuit everyday.   This is a school rule with full support of Board of Management, Parents’ Council and   Staff.

_________________________




Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

