Dear Parents,

Sadly, to-day we report the death of Ciaran Walsh, a pupil in 6th class.   We sympathise with his parents Pat & Deirdre,  brother Sean, family and friends.   Funeral arrangements later.

[image: image1.wmf]Operation Christmas Child:   Our Christmas Charity this year was an outstanding success with 375 brightly wrapped boxes sent off to the Charity “Samaritan’s Purse”.  These boxes will be flown off on December 14th and you can follow this on ‘The Den’ on R.T.E.    We are most grateful to all who contributed to the success of this project.   It brought great joy to a lot of children in school.     You can see the photographic exhibit of the event in the school hall.   These boxes  of ‘goodies’ will bring great joy to the East European children who will get them for Christmas.

Book Fair:   Our annual  Book Fair went very well this year selling a total of  €4,571.21 worth of books.    This will give us a grand total of €2,742.73

 for our class libraries.    Thanks to Helen Holden and her team for organising this great event.    In addition to selling books it was a great social occasion where children and parents mingled.   This helps to build school and community.

Parents’ Council:    Heartfelt thanks to Helen Holden who is stepping down  having served 2 years as Chairperson of the Parents’ Council.   Helen did a huge amount of work in organising the Book Fair, the Christmas candles, Raffles, Socials and  Quizzes.    She did a huge amount of work for the school on a voluntary basis and on my own behalf, and on behalf of  the whole school community, I say ‘thank you Helen’ for a job well done.  The Parents’ Council will let us know the details of the new Parents’ Council in the New Year and the Council is always looking for new members to help in the work.

Writers in School:   I know many of you will have heard of our ‘Writers in the Classroom’.    During Book Fair week we had well known  authors John Newman and John Quinn in school.  They   read from their books and gave advice to children about writing.   It gives children a great spurt in reading when they meet authors.   You, the parents, will be the greatest help to reading if you read yourself or read to your child and encourage them to read.    You might think of buying  them books as presents for birthdays, treats etc.  

[image: image2.wmf]Heritage Programme:   We have another treat in store for your children on December 10th and 12th when the people from the Glendalough Heritage Centre visit the school and talk about wildlife and the flora and fauna of Wicklow showing them examples from their real life work.

December 5th is a special day for the children of 2nd class when they visit the Panto in the Gaiety Theatre, Dublin,  for a visit to see “Sleeping Beauty”.

December 20th:  The junior infant classes visit Santa in his farm at Kia-Ora in Courtown.    This should be a real treat for themselves and their teachers.

Parent/Teacher Meetings:  I hope you were all satisfied with the parent/teacher meetings and they were beneficial to you and your children.    We will analyse your comments and suggestions and if you had any concerns about your child/ren,  we will follow up on them.

While these are the formal one to one meetings we will always be ready to answer any queries you have.    Please ring Teresa at 32984 or E-mail us on

iosefstaf@eircom.net
Holidays – Information Booklet:   You can check any details of St. Joseph’s on www.iosef.com.

We will be updating some material on our Web-site  in the New Year.

Enrolment:  Thanks to all of you and your friends who have enrolled your children for 2003 and beyond.    Our introductory days for new children and parents will be on May 28th and 29th, 2003,  when we will welcome you all to St. Joseph’s.

Unit for Children with Autism:   We now have temporary accommodation for this Unit and thank Patrice Joyce for her commitment in training and  planning for it.    We hope to have our first pupil on December 10th 2002 and  I know this unit will be given the same welcome and support as all other educational  initiatives in St. Joseph’s.

Recycling:   Please continue to give us used aluminium drink cans.

We do NOT  recycle plastic bottles – these can be recycled with Noble Waste  at Pettitt’s, Wexford Road on  the second and last Saturday of each month.

P.P.S. Numbers:   The Department of Social & Family Affairs is currently sending out P.P.S. Numbers (Personal Public Service Numbers) to every member of the community and we will need these numbers for administration purposes in the school.    Consequently, we will be sending out new registration forms in January which we will be asking you to fill up to comply with recent legislation in this area.

Building Fund:   We  still have to collect our €31,743.45.    So far, we have collected €20,694.73.     We are going well.    Thanks to all who have subscribed so far.

[image: image3.wmf]Christmas Lights:  We hope you enjoy our Christmas lights.    Please keep an eye on them as, unfortunately, each year some evil minded vandals smash bulbs.    This is a sad but real fact of life.   We have put up our Christmas Crib in the main  foyer, please feel free to pay it a visit.    Let’s all keep Christmas presents in perspective.    In St. Joseph’s we ask you not to give presents to teachers as we feel families are under enough pressure during the festive season.

Pedestrian Crossing:    Wicklow County Council workers are currently installing a pedestrian crossing outside the school.    We are delighted with this development as it will ensure greater safety for your children in crossing the road.

‘The Twits’:  On 10th January 2003 the 4th classes will be going to the theatre in Dun Laoghaire to see “The Twits”.      This is something the children can look forward to over the Christmas holidays.     We hope to plan more outings and treats for your children in the future.       

I would like to thank you all very much for your  help and co-operation during the past term and may I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas.






_________________________
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