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Dear Parents,

Christmas season is fast approaching and I know you are all getting busy with the preparations.    A lot of our children have written their letters to the “Good Man” and I hope they will all get their requests and surprises.

Since our October Newsletter we’ve had a fairly hectic pace here in St. Joseph’s.
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New School:   Our extension work has taken up a lot of time and energy and we are delighted with it now that it is about 85% operational.    Thanks to the many parents who complimented the style and grandeur of the new building.   Its nice to be appreciated for all the effort put into the school over so many years.

The Den:  We   hit National Headlines when we made history  by being the first school to have The Den broadcast live from St. Joseph’s in this year’s nationwide tour.    It was a great day for the school community and for Arklow.   We  have some photos on our web-site at www.iosef.com.

Web-site:  Parents continue to ask for newsletters, holiday information etc.   You can access all these on the web-site.    If you want to look up past issues or run off a holiday sheet or see school photos you only have to type in www.iosef.com.    Go on, be brave, have a peep at our web-site and if you think there is something you think we should have on it, please let us know.   Anyway, it starts with www.iosef.com.

Book Fair:  Our recent Book Fair was an outstanding success raising €4,257 in   sales.    This gave  €2,554 worth of books to the school.   We would like to thank the Parents’ Council for organising it and, particularly, those parents who worked at the Book Fair during the week  and all the parents and children who bought books.

Parent/Teacher Meetings:   We had our annual one to one Parent/Teacher meetings over the past  2 weeks and I hope you were happy with the new format.   There seemed to be general satisfaction.   Next week we will look back at the meetings, assess any issues that have arisen and we will do our best to sort any matters raised. 

Chess League:   Good luck to the following children who will be representing our school in a County Chess League due to begin after Christmas -     Alan Wall, Edward Werder, Edward Hollingsworth, Eoin Kavanagh, David Von Metzradt, Hazel Hennessy, Stuart Gilmour, James O’Connell, Jimmy Wall, Patrick Ward Enright, Craig Long, Karen Forde Markie Wall, Nadine Byrne.                                        
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We would like to thank a parent in the school for  their donation of an Outdoor  Chess Set.     This  is a very generous gift and  is  much appreciated. 

Table Quiz:  Our sincere thanks to the Parents’ Council for organising the Table Quiz and raising over €700 for school funds

Volunteers Needed  Please.  Our Parents’ Council are looking for volunteers for bag packing in Tesco   Supermarket for 1st week end  in February.

We congratulate the following on being elected on Parents’ Council –

Grainne Caulfield -  Chairperson.          Una Ward       – Secretary

Susan Healy         -  Treasurer     and     Donall Breslin – Assistant Treasurer 

                                                                         on his re-election.

Our sincere thanks to all outgoing members for all their hard work.

Voluntary Contributions:  Last month I mentioned family contributions and since then a number of families have sent in donations.    These have been receipted and our thanks to those who contributed.

Hallowe’en  Break:  During the Hallowe’en holiday we had a break in in  the school when some items were taken.    We ask you, once again, to keep an eye on your school and report any suspicious behaviour to the Gardai.

Car Parking:  Quote from Corey Coughlin Traffic Warden

“The White Zig-Zag Line that runs either side of the pedestrian lights, should not be used for parking on under  any circumstances – you may not wait or pick up children at all in this area either.  This line has been placed there for the safety of all children crossing the road.”

Please do not drop off children when stopped at lights.

The car park up at the Church is now operational.

Old Ties:  Ties  you have no further use for are required to make bags for a charitable purpose.

If anyone has any they don’t want they can drop them into Teresa in the office who will pass them on to the parent looking for them. Thank you.

                                                  Anti-Bullying:

  Last month I mentioned the “Sticks and Stones” Theatre Group.     We have secured their services for January 18th 2005 and their facilitators will talk and discuss with 5th class pupils issues in their lives such as self esteem, safety, playing safe bullying etc. 

In Service:  Our next Inservice Day for Teachers will be Monday December  6th and the school will be closed on that day.

December 8th:   This is the feast day of the Immaculate Conception and the school will be closed on that day also.
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Christmas Carol Service:   Our Christmas Carol Service will be on Monday December 20th at 2 p.m. in the Church and we hope you will all be able to join us for some traditional Christmas Carols.
Art & Craft Levy:   We got a good response to the reminders which

                       we sent out.    Thanks to those who replied.

Súgradh, Spraoi, Siamsa, Sonas  Cúl 4 kidz: 

These Christmas Annuals  can be bought from the school during school hours, costing €5 each and Cúl  4  kidz costing €6.
Registering Children:   If you wish to  register children for school next September or for the following years, please call into the school any time during school hours.     Next September is filling up fast so if you know any new comers who do not already have children in the school and who want to enrol, please advise them to call Teresa  at 32984 or just call in.

Panto:

 The time is shortening now for the visit by 1st class to the “Beauty and the Beast”  on Thursday 16th December.  No doubt, they will have a memorable day.

Christmas Holidays:    We close on Wednesday 22nd December 

   and re-open on Monday January 10th 2005.

Thank you.                         

                                             ______________________________

                                            Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
















