                                             St. Joseph’s  National School.

5th April 2005

Dear Parents,

Welcome back after the Easter recess.    I hope you all had a nice time during the break.

We now face into a fairly long term till the 30th June.    It will be a busy enough time with lots of school tours and special events like our concert next Monday night in the Arklow Bay Hotel and our full Music Session on Friday 15th in the school.   We’ll have our new infant days on 16th & 17th May and, of course, there will be sports events and a mid-term break for good measure from May 2nd to 6th inclusive.
Annual Fund Raising Raffle:   Ticket sales are a bit sluggish at the moment and we would ask you all to make a special effort to sell some more.   Please contact Teresa.    We’re aiming for €7,000 plus in this campaign.    Currently we have €5,234.70     The Bumper Raffle is on April 27th.
Tesco Tokens:   Please keep them coming, so far you have sent in 11,600 tokens.

Web-site:   Our Web-site www.iosef. ie. is up and running  again.   You can check up on all our dates, booklets, holidays etc. there at any time of day or night.    We apologise for all the difficulties we’ve had with it since the 14th January but we’re up and running again on www.iosef.ie.

Inservice Day for Music:   As already announced the school will be closed on this Thursday April 7th as all the teachers will be away on Inservice Day.

Friday April 8th:   As you’ve probably already seen or read the Minister for Education and Science Mary Hanafin T.D. is allowing an exceptional school closing day on this Friday April 8th because of the funeral of Pope John Paul 11.     We are all saddened by the death of John Paul.   We sympathise in a particular way here in school with our sizeable Polish group.     He was a great Pole and a great Pope.   Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís.      We would encourage all children to follow the services on T.V. and to attend some Church Service. 

It is a day to stand still and reflect on the passing of a great world leader and peace maker.    It behoves us all to recognise greatness and to teach our children respect for great leaders in our time by reflecting with them.

A Special Thanksgiving Mass for the life of John Paul 11 will be held on Thursday 7th April at 7.30 in  St. Joseph’s Church,  Templerainey.
Sincerely yours.

________________________

Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

