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Dear Parents,

Statement from Department of Education & Science 8th April 2002.

My Department is committed to providing improved accommodation at Templerainey National School.    Funding has been allocated in the current year and the Board of Management of the school will be authorised to seek tenders for this building project in the next few months.

I want to assure you that provision is being made for this proposed project as part of the expanded programme and my Department’s Building Unit will be in contact with the school authorities regarding this matter.






Yours sincerely,





Dr. Michael Woods T.D.





Minister of Education & Science.

We got the above news on Monday evening April 8th 2002.   It is the news we have all been waiting for since 1997 and it is a great sense of joy for all of us involved in St. Joseph’s to see this major development for the school come to fruition.

We have had our hopes risen and dashed on many occasions over the past 5 years but now, at last, we can look to the realisation of our dreams and look forward to the extension and the revamping of the remainder of St. Joseph’s

We now need  £25,000 (€31,743.45)  ready to hand over to Department of Education and Science as our local contribution to the building fund.   Many people have contributed over the past few months, most parents bought Christmas candles, people went to the social occasion in the Arklow Bay Hotel and some parents contributed individual sums.
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Our next big fund raiser is the Golf Classic in Arklow  Golf Club on Tuesday May 21st 2002.     This can be a real money spinner for the building fund and we make a special appeal to all you golfers to join in this day.     

The Classic is being organised by Paul Kinsella Phone: 087 2591642 and Cormac Walsh Phone: 31364  and the members of the Round Table.    They need people to enter teams now.    If you play golf, please get some friends to join in a team.   People, naturally, do not have to have children going to the school to support this classic.    

Maybe your company or club could enter or sponsor a team?   Please contact Paul or Cormac or ring myself in the school.    Please contact us as soon as possible.  Perhaps, if you don’t play golf you could sponsor one of the 18 holes.   Tell your friends.  We need you to reply now.    I thank the Round Table for this great fundraising effort.

Donations:   I know a lot of you have contributed in some way towards the building fund but if you have forgotten please send in some donation, large or small, so that we can reach our target of €31,743.45 immediately.  Our current total is €12,683.64. All donations, large or small, will be individually receipted.

Our thanks to Linda Waldron and her friends who arranged the Bridge Classic recently which raised €425 towards our Building Fund.   Our sincere thanks to members of the Parents’ Council who were in attendance on the night and to all those who participated in the Classic.

New field:   As we go into the final details of our new building we are pushing ahead with plans for our new playing field at the rear of the school and we are confident that this will be ready for playing in by next September.   It will be a great asset to the school and your children.

Tesco Tokens:   You have all been absolutely super here.    We now have 48,000 tokens.    Our previous record of 31,000 tokens is now exceeded and I know there are many more thousands lying around on shelves, in wallets, in cars, in neighbours houses.    Go on, have a look and send them into the school.    Let’s make it an even 50,000 tokens this year!    Believe it or believe it not, this total is worth 3 computers to the school.    We can make the 50,000 together.

Good News:

It’s been a good start to the final term with the new field, the Tesco tokens and, of course, the extension.  This  heartens our hearts and gives us the spurt to work harder for your children.

Enrolments:  
If you have forgotten to enrol your child for September 2002 please contact Teresa at the school as we are currently doing up the invitations for our June 12th and 13th meetings for new infants.    We look forward to hearing from you.

At this time of year we get many groups asking the school to promote Summer holiday activities.   It is the school policy that we give you,  the parents, the information.   It is entirely up to you to join if you want.   The school does not promote any one group above another.

Thanks:   Thanks to all of you for continued support and encouragement and friendship.    It is great to be part of the educational team in St. Joseph’s and to be part of a team shaping and forming the educational establishment of St. Joseph’s for this and the next generation.

                        _______________________________



Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

