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Dear Parents,
Welcome back to a new term and new year in the life of St. Joseph’s N.S.
Templerainey, Arklow.

I hope you all enjoyed a nice rest during the Summer holidays  despite the atrocious weather conditions.    Let’s all hope and pray for a mild Autumn with some modicum of sunshine.

School Contributions:  
In your book list last June we asked you for a contribution of €40 towards arts and crafts and general educational materials for your school.   If you are one of the 196 who sent it in last week, I say ‘Thank You’.    If you have not sent it in please do your best and send it in as soon as possible.    All money collected will be spent on educational facilities for your children.

Book Grant:

The grant for school books for people who qualify and have filled in the necessary form last May can collect the grant from Mrs. Clune in the school this week  from 9 a.m. – 9.20 a.m. and at 3 p.m. each day.
[image: image2.wmf]                  Whiteboards:  

Last year we launched an appeal for Whiteboards and we got in some contributions which enabled us to install four more boards during the  Summer holidays.   We have now whiteboards in 16 classrooms  at a cost of €32,000.   We only need a further €14,000 to finish off the job.    So even in these hard financial times maybe there are a few benefactors out there with the necessary €14,000.   As you are probably aware by now there is no Government funding for I.T. in school at the moment.
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Car Parking
We are  back again to school and we have to remind people of some helpful hints  -
1. The staff car park is for staff cars and wheelchair access.

2. The helpful guide for the Church car park is  - in the bottom and out the top, Dublin side of the car park.

3. Most children prefer to be dropped off and to walk into the school.   Please help us out here.

4. When you arrive at the car park please have bags, lunch boxes, coats  in the car.    This speeds things up and avoids people getting out to open boots etc.

5. Please try to start car pooling.

6. Try parking a little away from the school and encourage children to walk.   
        Thank you for your co-operation.

*******************************************************************
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                       Green School Committee: 
 We are seeking one parent to participate  on the above committee.
An exciting year ahead – revisiting all the old themes e.g. water, energy, recycling, travel.   We will also be starting “Green Homes”.

   Please give your name, if interested, to Teresa in the office or Ms. Nuala 

  Rowe.   We could also use a couple of more volunteers to bring recycling materials to the recycling centre.
***********************************************************************************************************************
G.A.A.

G.A.A.  Coaching has commenced under the supervision of Darren Magee from Arklow Geraldine’s Ballymoney Football Club.     1st and 2nd classes will have 7 weeks of coaching in the skills of Gaelic Football between now and the Halloween Break.
All classes will receive coaching throughout the school year.   Thanks to Darren and his team for their assistance in this project.    For further information on Gaelic games in this area see www.arklowgaa.ie.
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                                                          Jersey Day:      
We will be supporting the Goal Jersey Day Appeal on October 3rd 2008.

Children may wear their favourite jersey on this day and make a donation to Goal.   For further information log on to 

                                                    www.goaljerseyday.com
Goal is a charity working to relieve famine and hardship in third world countries caused by climate issues and natural disasters.   It has been a chosen charity of St. Joseph’s N. S. for a number of years.    Let’s hope we can raise over €1,000 for them again this year. 
Staff Meeting:
Our First Staff Meeting will be held this year on Thursday  September 25th when the school will close at 1.30 p.m.

*****************************************************************

                                              Hallowe’en Break:  
School Closes Friday 24th October and re-opens Monday 3rd                November 2008

   ***************************************************************
Names:  At the beginning of the year I appeal to all of you to put names on bags, coats etc. 

Website
Please keep in touch with your school via the website  www.iosef.ie
              I close by hoping you will have a lovely year here with us in St. Joseph’s.  It is an honour and a privilege to be part of the great community that St. Joseph’s is and to work with you all for another school year. Go raibh fada buan sibh go léir


Yours faithfully,



_______________________



Mr. Michael O’Callaghan.



Principal






