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Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a new term and a new year in the educational life of St. Joseph’s.

During the Summer months we have had a number of changes –

· Mr. Jimmy Doyle has retired from the staff of St. Joseph’s.

· Ms. C. Deasy and Ms. K. Barry have left us to go teaching in Spain.

· Ms. B. Butler has taken up a teaching position in Kerry.

· Mrs. Kennedy and Ms. Hanna have both returned from Career Break.

In addition to replacing the above we have been allocated 4 new teachers in various areas of the school and we are delighted to welcome Ms. A. O’Leary, Ms. M. Quinn, Ms. A. Sheil, Ms. L. Moakley, Ms. J. Nevin, Ms. M. McSweeney, Ms. S. O’Brien and  Ms. C. Kearney.   They are all welcome to St. Joseph’s.  During the Summer we have made many improvements to the school building for the benefit of your children.
 New Infants: Our new infants this year have settled in well.        We all wish them well in their education and we hope it will be a good, happy, beneficial time for themselves and their parents and guardians and teachers.
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We depend for a lot of our school equipment on the money sent in for Arts & Crafts.   We suggested a set sum on your book lists.        If you have already sent it in we say ‘thanks’.    If you have forgotten it, please send it in by Friday October 5th.      Out of this fund we buy all the school art supplies – Paper, Photocopying, Science Equipment, Class Games, Jig Saws, Library Books, Computer Software, Sports Gear etc.    
               Grant Towards the Purchase of School Books.
If you filled up the form in June and applied for the book grant, please call into the school and see Mrs. Clune and arrange collection of same.   We will process claims until the end of September

                                         Personal Insurance:
If you wish to avail of the personal insurance protection, the completed forms and remittance must be returned to the school no later than Friday 21st September 2007.   The scheme is administered by the Parents’ Council.  All cheques are to be made out to Parents’ Council.  The details of the scheme are on the school website in the Parents’ Council Section
School Books and Bags:   Please ensure that all your childrens’ books are properly covered and that their names and classes are on them     and that  your childrens’ ties, jumpers and coats are labelled with name and class.    It helps a lot when clothes are lost or mislaid to return them quickly to their owners.
*****************************************************************************************

            Uniform:

Please make sure your child wears the school uniform to school or the school tracksuit on P.E. day.   We do not allow children wear tracksuits or caps supporting various football teams and clubs.    In the past we have seen children jeered at or bullied because of their support for particular clubs.     This is a strict rule agreed by staff, Board of Management and Parents’  Council.     The full school uniform also involves wearing black shoes.   Only infants and senior infants are allowed a choice of wearing the school tracksuit full time. 
********************************************************************

School Coats:  

On 26th September a representative will be available in the school P.E. Hall from 1.30 to 3 p.m. to take orders for school coats.   The cost of the coat is €25.     In the meantime, if you have any query please contact Mella on 0868336561.
Start of Year Mass: Mass will be held on Thursday October 11th at 2 p.m. – all are invited.
Staff Meeting:     There will be a Staff Meeting on Friday 28th September and school will close at 12 noon on that day.
Mid Term Break:   Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November.
                              School Journals: 

We still have a small supply of Homework  Journals which are on sale in the office at €3 each 

Healthy Eating
(   Please co-operate with us in implementing our healthy eating policy by providing your children with healthy lunches each day.   We also insist that all children bring home all left over food, wrappers, apple cores, orange skins, yogurt cartons etc. 
[image: image4.wmf]Rainbows:   Rainbows is a support group for children in our community who may have suffered any loss in their lives through bereavement or parental separation.    A letter outlining this group has been handed out to the children and forms must be returned to the class teacher by Friday 21st September.
Accord:    In our Relationship and Sexuality Programme this year we will be, again, using the services of the Dublin Diocesan Accord Team.   Last year it was deemed very worthwhile and beneficial.   This year the team will be talking to 6th class students on Monday November 12th.
Sports Equipment:   We are collecting Tesco Sports Tokens.   While we do not ask you to shop in any one store, please send in any of these tokens you may get. 

Goal Jersey Day:     For the past few years we have taken part in Goal Jersey Day and we had great fun.   Children, staff and parents can  wear a jersey of their choice, their club colours, county colours, national dress, regional colours etc.    Then they could give a euro or two or any contribution they like to the appeal.   This year the event will take place on Friday 19th October.   Please get involved.
Car Pooling:    Please consider car pooling where people live close to each other or children living near the school might walk to school in fine weather.
Pedestrian Access:  Access in the morning and evening is through the main front gate and also at the gate in the Church Car Park.   PLEASE DO NOT USE THE ENTRANCE GATE INTO THE STAFF CAR  PARK as it is too dangerous.

Registration: If you have not returned your registration form for children starting in September 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 please do so immediately.  Whenever you change a phone number or contact number please, please inform Teresa immediately so that she can change it on the school system.  We need all this information for future planning. 
Updates:   You can keep up to date on all school matters by clicking on www.iosef.ie
School Wall:   We appeal to all parents to stop lifting their children onto the school wall and walking them down.    It is dangerous and sends out the wrong signal to other parents. 
Best wishes to all our children, parents, teachers, guardians, Board of Management, Parents’ Council and all associated with St. Joseph’s  We hope the year ahead will be a happy one for all.

  Yours sincerely,



              ___________________ Mr. M. O’Callaghan. Principal
