Dear Parents

              Welcome back to a new school year and a new term in St. Joseph’s, Templerainey.  We hope the year will be happy for you all and that it will be socially and educationally beneficial for you and your child.

              Since we left you in June we’ve been working hard to make the environment at St. Joseph’s a better place for your children and the staff.

1. We’ve acquired another 1/3 of an acre for school play area.  This has been fenced off and the ground levelled. This is at the back of the prefabs and greatly enhances our grounds.

2. The tapestries in the new building by Elizbeth Mulcahy have been finished.  Please come in and have a look.  They are in the lower hall near the G.P. Room.

3. Extra CCTV cameras have been installed to help supervision and security.

4. We have installed palisade fencing around all our grounds.  This cleans up a lot of the messy areas of briars, bushes, nettles etc. as well as giving us safer play areas.

5. All inside doors and walls have been painted up where necessary.

6. We have installed a new office area for the school.

7. New vertical blinds have been fitted at the front of the school.

8. We have reassessed our computer needs and will be adding four more units at a cost of €4,000.

This gives a great feeling of satisfaction to see such improvements in the school

Staffing During the summer we have had a number of changes.

1. Ms. Linda Russell who has been with us for the past 10 years has taken up a new position in Dublin.  We thank her for 10 years loyal service to St. Joseph’s and wish her well in her Dublin position.

2. Mr. P. Brown has taken up a teaching position in Wexford after being with us for 1 year and we wish him well.

3. The Dept. of Education granted us 2 extra teachers in August so we will be lowering some areas of pupil teacher ratio and adding to resource teacher hours.  The following new teachers who have been appointed to take up duty with us today are all fully qualified primary teachers with their B. Ed. Degree.


Ms. L Finn, Ms. L. Egan, Ms. B. Butler, Ms. K. Barry and Ms. C Deasy.

We wish them all well and know that they will blend in and work well with the team here in St. Joseph’s and I know that you will make them welcome.

              St. Joseph’s is a co-ed school celebrating 64 years of educational service to the community, with 560 pupils, a teaching staff of 30, 5 SNA’s, 1 Secretary, 1 Caretaker and 1 Chaplain. This gives us a total complement of 38 staff working together with you for the benefit of the greater community of St. Joseph’s, Templerainey.  

We welcome Fr. Sean O’Toole as our new Chaplain.

Art Levy Please pay this to your class teacher as soon as possible as we are currently purchasing Art/Craft classroom supplies.

Book Grant To those who applied for the book grant in June and have not yet collected it, please call to Mrs Clune before next Friday.

Names At the beginning of the year I appeal to all of you to put names on bags, coats etc. 

Jackets/Bags If you have paid for a jacket or bag and have not yet collected them please do so immediately. If you want to purchase a jacket or bag, please call to Teresa.  

Website please keep in touch with your school via the website www.iosef.ie

              I close by hoping you will have a lovely year here with us in St. Joseph’s.  It is an honour and a privilege to be part of the great community that St. Joseph’s is and to work with you all for another school year. Go raibh fada buan sibh go léir

_________________

Mr. M. O’Callaghan

Principal

School Calendar 2006 – 2007

School Re-opens
Friday September 1st
Mid Term Break
Monday 3oth October – Friday 3rd November

Christmas
School Closed Friday 22nd and re-opens Monday 8th January

Mid Term Break
Monday February 19th – Friday 23rd inclusive.

Bank Holiday
School Closed Monday March 19th
Easter Holidays
School Closed 2nd – 13th  April inclusive.

Bank Holiday
School Closed Monday 7th May

Whit Weekend
School Closed 4th June

Summer Holidays
School closes 29th June 2007

Staff Meetings 2 – 4 p.m.


Friday 22nd September 2006


Friday 26th January 2007


Friday 27th April 2007

School will close at 1.30p.m. on these days.

Inservice Days

Drama
Friday 20th October 2006

Drama
  Wednesday 18th April 2007

SESE
  Thursday10th May 2007

School Development Planning Days

School Development Planning
Friday 17th November 2006

Consolidation and review
Monday 11th December 2006
(Gaeilge, SPHE, Science)


SESE Review
Monday12th March 2007

Drama Review
Friday 1st June 2007

This calendar may be adjusted due to circumstances outside our control.  Please follow our website www.iosef.ie for any changes.

