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Dear Parents,

We are fast rushing on to the month of December and the festive season of Christmas.    This is a great time to be around the school as young children, especially, get so excited about all the ‘razz  matazz’.

Each year in school we try to do something special for the school and this year will be no exception.

(a)   Grease:   This Wednesday the 3 sixth classes will be going to the 

      Musical ‘Grease’ in St. Mary’s 

(b)  The 3 second classes will be heading off to the Gaiety Theatre, Dublin 
      on 6th December to see the Christmas Panto “Beauty and & Beast”.
(c) We will be bringing  the Talisman Theatre Company in Dublin to the
      school hall on November 30th to perform their Panto for all the children
      from  Junior Infants to 1st class.    This is our first time trying this and we
      hope  it will be a great experience for all of them to see the live show  

      “Santa’s Surprise”.
.(d)  Our major event this year will be an Art exhibition of  620 framed 
       paintings by the children of St. Joseph’s. Templerainey.    These will be
       exhibited in the school hall on December 11th and 12th and there will be 
      an opportunity for all parents, relations and friends to view the 
       exhibition for the 2 days and  1 night.    Each family will be afforded the
       opportunity to purchase the paintings which will cost €12 for one and 

       family reductions as follows -  2 for €22:    3 for €30 and 4 for €40

 .     This will be a really big event for the school and full details, invitations,
       etc. will be issued next week.
       As there will be such a huge crowd coming we will stagger the invites 
       over the 2 days and  1 night.   The painting is now done and the framing 
       of the 620 painting is now beginning.    They look absolutely fabulous 
        and we are all eagerly awaiting the exhibition.
                                  Opening times will be as follows – 

       The exhibition will be open to parents, relations and friends   from 1.30 
        p.m. – 3.30 p.m. on  Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th December.   The  

        exhibition will be [image: image2.wmf] open  to all parents etc.  from 5.30  

        to 8.30 p.m. on Tuesday 11th December. 
       This,  we hope,  will facilitate everyone.

                                   Parent/Teacher Meetings:
You should all  be getting your times for your individual Parent/Teacher  meetings which will be held mainly in the last week of November and the first week in December 2007.
Car Pooling/Parking/Walking to School:
We have had great co-operation here with parking in the Church Car Park and people just dropping off children and driving on.    We still have a few who block the staff car park gate and park in the bus bay/drop  off point even when tour buses are trying to pull in.     Please help us out here and if you see someone  parking there please remind them that it is set down only,

PARENTS’  COUNCIL:
Please support our Parents’ Council Raffle for 3 good prizes of  - 
                               1st   -  €500:   2nd   €200     3rd    €100
[image: image3.wmf]Tickets cost €5 for a book of 3.    Please contact Janet Kent or ask Teresa for a few books of tickets.    All the money raised will be spent on your children.   The raffle will be held on December 18th so you have lots of time to sell.    If you have unsold tickets at home please 
sell them and send in the few euro.    We have the 2nd prize sponsored so if anyone wants to sponsor the 1st or 3rd prizes please contact Janet Kent – Chairperson Parents’ Council or the school at 0402 32984.

                 Christmas Shoe Box Appeal:     

We   had a good response again this year with 105 families sending in a box..

                                   Important Dates for your Diary.  

   First Confessions:    7th February 2008

First Communion:   26th April 2008

Confirmation:          24th May 2008
Confirmation:   Talk for parents of Confirmation children will be held on this  Thursday 22nd November at 8 pm.     The speaker will be Gráinne Wilson a Religion Teacher from Wicklow.
Enrolment Mass:  The enrolment Mass for children making  their First Holy Communion will be held in the Church on Sunday November 25th
at 11.30 Mass. 

School Web-Site:   Please keep up to date on all school activities via 

the Web-site www.iosef.ie
Our G.A.A. Coaching Programme for children from junior infants to second class is going very well with Darren McGee, Dublin senior footballer and Helen Hurley from Clonpadden.
*************************************************************
Science Week.

During science week we had experiments going on in many classes and to bring the week to a climax we had 2 Science Teachers, Ms. Sinéad Hobbs and Ms. Michele White , Ard Schoil Chaoimhín,  doing science experiments with the fifth and sixth classes.   Thanks to them for 3 ½ hours of science.  I hope it awakened a love of science in the children who experienced it
*************************************************************
Enrolling:   Children coming to school in St. Joseph’s for Sept. 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 can be enrolled any day during school hours.
Here in St. Joseph’s we have a few simple rules about cards & gifts.   We are appealing to children and parents not to exchange Christmas Cards within the school or to send gifts to teachers or staff members. This puts undue pressure on families.

Christmas Carol Service:

Our annual Christmas Carol Service will be celebrated in St. Joseph’s Church on Tuesday December 18th at 2 p.m. and all parents, guardians and friends are cordially invited to join us in Church on the day to celebrate with us.

Penitential Service for children from 3rd – 6th classes will be held on Thursday  December 13th at 11.15 p.m.
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                        Christmas Holidays:   
 This year we go on holidays at 12.30 p.m. on December 21st  and return to school on Monday January 7th.



Yours sincerely,




_____________________________




Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
