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            November 2008

Dear Parents,

We are fast approaching Christmas and our art lessons will focus on the season as we will be starting to create our Winder Wonderland theme for the enjoyment of your children, ourselves and yourselves.    We should have the school ready by December 8th.

               Fashion Show:  

[image: image3.wmf]First of all though we will have our Fashion show extravaganza on this  Thursday November 20th.  We are really grateful to the organising group.    They are a wonderful group of parents who have worked tirelessly for the past two months organising this huge event.    Thanks to all the parents, teachers and friends who have bought tickets.    Thanks to the huge number of parents and friends who have taken advertising in the brochure.    Thanks also to those who have donated spot and raffle prizes.       Thanks to all the models who have worked tirelessly in fitting on and matching outfits.   The list could go on but everyone will be thanked on the night.    

There will be cheese and wine for everyone on arrival (sponsored by Centra, Ferrybank) with the first models on the ramp 
at 8 p.m.

Please bring your entry tickets as there are 3 fabulous door prizes –

1. Mid week Special for 2 people in any of the Brennan Group Hotels.

2. 3 months membership of the Coral Leisure Group Gym and Pool valued at over €200.

3. €200 voucher from Pamela Scott.

 If you haven’t secured your ticket yet please contact Teresa in the office immediately or any member of the Parent’s Council.    They are only €12 each and even if you cannot come perhaps you might buy a ticket to support this great fund raising event!.  All money raised will be spent on your children.

                 [image: image4.wmf]Big Sing:  
This year we are taking part in The Big Sing when we will be part of a huge group of 1,000,000 children trying to break the Guinness Record for such an event  on Thursday November 27th at 2.45 p.m.   All the children from 1st to 6th classes will join in one big choir to sing “You gotta be”  
                        by Desree .   
We will have a box at the door so if each child could contribute a Euro or two all the money raised will go to the Special Olympics.   You will probably hear your child singing this song next week as we head into group rehearsals.   It should be one great event.

On this day we would like to advise  you that children will not be out of school until  3.10 – 3.15 p.m. because each school must start singing at exactly 2.45 p.m. 

For further information please log onto www.irishbigsing.com.




School Calendar:

This year’s special for Christmas and the New Year will be a special St. Joseph’s N. S. Calendar  for 2009.   The calendar will have a photograph of every class in the school and it will be a real keepsake.   Ms. Duggan has been involved in the production of this with a printing company who specialise in such work.   Over 350 photos were taken and the final 23 have been selected and we await a preview in two week’s time.   The calendar order forms will be issued in the last week in November or first week in December.

We have ordered 500 and they will be on sale at €10 each through December and January.    We will not be doing a re run on these so early ordering will be advisable.

                            Confessions:  

   In preparation for Christmas we will have Confessions as follows:  

· 3rd & 4th classes Wednesday December 3rd

· 5th & 6th classes Wednesday December 10th 

· Christmas Carol Service – Thursday December 18th at 
                  2 p.m.

                              Accord:
We will have talks on’ Growing Up’  for children in 5th and 6th classes on

December 1st.

**************************************************************
      Parent/Teacher Meetings;

You should all have received your Parent/Teacher appointments by now.    We will be continuing with them until Friday November 28th when we will have gone through approx. 720 appointments.    It is a very worthwhile process.  Please keep to your appointed time.  I hope they will be beneficial to your children, yourselves and our teachers.

**********************************************************
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[image: image6.wmf]        Christmas Panto:  

Our children in infants and senior infants will travel to the Panto  ‘Santa and the Penguins’   in Greystones Theatre on Tuesday November 25th for a great day out.

Car Parking:  Car parking continues to be a problem for us and for many of the other local schools.   People continue to park on the footpaths and in the bus bay which are all illegal practises.    They are also a source of danger to all our children.   People with buggies cannot walk on the path.

Last week a parent did a u-turn on the road and tipped off a child on the footpath without even being aware of it.   Gardaí are still trying to locate this driver.  Fortunately, the child was not seriously injured.

I ask you all please to park a little bit away from the school.  If you live nearby please walk to school.   

As many  of you will have read in the Wicklow People the Gardaí have now started enforcing the parking laws around the school.    Please help us all out here.  Thank you.




Yours sincerely,
                                    ________________________

                                   Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
