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November 2006 

Dear Parents,

The year is rolling along well now and it is  individual Parent-Teacher Meeting time again.

This year our meetings will be mainly held for classes Senior Infants – 6th during the month of November.   The bulk of them will be held in the week November

20th - 25th.    Each teacher will issue the parents of their pupils with individual meeting times which will be held out of school hours.

The junior infant meetings will be held next February.

While we hold these individual one to one meetings we will, naturally, be in contact with parents during the year when, and if, the need arises.   Likewise for parents, if you have a concern during the year about your child please ring up and make an appointment to see the teacher.

I hope all the Parent-Teacher meetings go well and will be beneficial to children/teachers and parents alike.    Above all, make sure you all attend.

*****************************************************************

                                          Special Meeting:

There will be a public meeting in the Riverside Hotel, Enniscorthy on Thursday 23rd November  to discuss support for children with Special Needs.    The following will be the speakers –

Mr. Tom O’Sullivan      -
I.N.T.O.

Ms. Geraldine Graydon -
National Parents Council for Special Education.

Ms. Deirdre O’Connor  -
Special Needs  Assistant SIPTU National Committee

Ms. Antoinette Power   -
Resource Teacher

Ms. Aine Doyle
         -
Parent

Ms. Mary Meaney        -
Senior Policy & Public Affairs Advisor, National

                                                 Disability Authority 

This public meeting is organised by S.I.P.T.U. North Main St. Wexford.

I got this notice from their S.N.A. Committee and if anyone is interested they may go along.

*****************************************************************

           Meeting re 16 days of Action of Violence against Women.

The Arklow Community Development Programme (CDP) and Arklow Community Enterprise (ACE) invite people to their  Seminar on Awareness of Domestic Violence in the Royal Hotel, Main St. Arklow on Monday night 27th November commencing at 7 p.m.     

This is scheduled as part of the 16 days of Action Violence Against Women 25th November – 10th December.   The 16 days of Action is part of a global campaign for women’s human rights.

Once again, I have been asked to advertise this and if anyone wishes to go along please feel free to do so.    We advertise these meetings as a public service.

[image: image1.wmf]                        Christmas Shoe Box Appeal:  

 Our appeal this year was an outstanding success with 200  boxes handed in for collection and distribution.     This appeal really catches people’s imagination.   Every family has enough to fill a shoe box of goodies which brings such joy to children in need at Christmas time.     Thanks a million to everyone who supported this effort.

(See our web-site for details).

First Communion Date:   Saturday May 12th 2007

Confirmation Date:
  Sunday May 27th 2007

Leaving:   Since our last newsletter we have said farewell to Ms. S.

 Denieffe  who took up a job in her native Kilkenny.    She is 

     replaced by Ms. R. Ireson whom we welcome to St. Joseph’s.

New Extension:

 While we have occupied our ‘new’ extension for the past 2 years it is only this week that we have finished off the final bits and pieces in Teresa’s office, the staff room, the ‘snag’ list, the field, fencing, the computer room, the tapestries and some fittings around the school and paid the final €32,000.    There are just a few little fiddly bits still to be done but we can now, finally, draw the curtain on this phase of development of St. Joseph’s which cost €2,833,291.04 which is a sizeable sum.   Thanks to so many people who worked so well over the past 5 years to bring this great project to its conclusion.    Thanks to all who contributed financially and in kind.    It is all greatly appreciated.

Now its time to start again and replace the six prefabs out the back with a permanent structure.    So with an election due in May 2007 and if  politicians knock  on your door just tell them that St. Joseph’s, Templerainey needs more PERMANENT  ROOTS.    Over to you.

[image: image2.wmf]Rainbows:  

Our Rainbows sessions start this year on Tuesday November 14th and will run on every Tuesday until February 27th 2007 except for Tuesday 21st November and the Christmas holidays.   Ms. Lynch from St. Joseph’s co-ordinates the facilitators.

Rainbows is a support group for children who may  have experienced any loss in their lives, through bereavement or any change in their family circumstances.

School Talk:

In our recent school talk on Confirmation Fr. Tommy Conroy read the following poem which was pretty thought provoking for all those present.

I give it to you without further comment –

If I had my child to raise over again.

If I had my child to raise all over again,

I’d finger-paint more and point the finger less.

I’d do less correcting and more connecting.

I’d take my eyes off my watch and watch with my eyes.

I would care to know less and know to care more.

I’d take more hikes and fly more kites.

I’d stop playing serious and seriously play.

I’d run through more fields and gaze at more stars.

I’d do more hugging and less tugging.

I would be firm less often and affirm much more.

I’d build self-esteem first and the house later.

I’d teach less about the love of power,

And more about the power of love.

Next Inservice:   Friday November 17th School Closed



   Monday December 11th School Closed.

Christmas Holidays:  Friday December 22nd at 12.30 p.m.


Re-opens:        Monday January 8th 9.20 a.m. 

                                        Mr. Michael O'Callaghan


                                         Principal

