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Dear Parents,

We’re over Hallowee’n and people are already on the countdown to Christmas with the festive trees and lights appearing in shops.

It will be a pretty busy season for St. Joseph’s school with Parent/Teacher Meetings, the Book Fair and the Annual Bag Packing Fundraiser.

Parent/Teacher Meetings 1st to 6th classes:

These will be held in the week commencing Monday November 21st.   You will get your individual appointment times from the class teachers shortly.

Book Fair:

  Our Annual Book Fair will be held from Friday November 18th to Friday November 25th and the Parents’ Council are looking for volunteers.    If you have an hour to spare please give your name to Mrs. U. Ward, (Phone 33726)  Secretary Parents’ Council or to Ms. C. O’Toole, both C/o St. Joseph’s School.     Last year we sold €4,257 worth of books with the school getting over €2,554 worth of free books for the benefit of your children.
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Bag Packing:    Our Annual Bag Packing Fund Raising takes place in Tesco’s, Wexford Road, Arklow on Thursday November 24th, Friday November 25th , and Saturday 26th and we need lots of volunteers.    Last year the Parents’ Council raised €2,000 which was used for all your childrens’ benefit.    Please help out here.   A rota is being made up so if you can cover for an hour or two please give your name, time available, contact number to Una Ward  (Phone 33726) Grainne Caulfield   or Teresa in the office.    We need lots of volunteers.        Please let us have lots of names and do not leave it to the few.    All children benefit from the money raised.

Times:
Thursday  
- 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.



Friday
- 
all day ‘till late



Saturday
-
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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All families were issued with a copy of our holiday arrangement for the school year in September.   If you have mislaid your copy please click on our web-site for details.

In Service:   We will be having a school based In Service day on Friday 
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November 25th and the school will be closed on that day.

Christmas Events:    We will be launching this year’s Christmas Season with the installation of the Crib on December 8th and classes 3rd to 6th will attend Mass in the Church on that day.

Enrolment:   Enrolment for September 2006 is now taking place and you can enrol any school day from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     Please call in to Teresa in the office and fill up a registration form for 2006, 2007, 2008 or 2009.

Annual Raffle:   We will be holding our Annual Raffle in the new year and we are sending out our annual appeal for prizes.    We already have a couple of good offers and the printing of the tickets has already been sponsored.     More details will be given later with the full list of prizes and details of where money will be spent. 

Table Quiz:   Our Annual Table Quiz will be held in the ‘Old Ship’ in March.

Last year this event raised over €700 for the children of St. Joseph’s.

Parking:   Thanks to all who are co-operating with us in leaving the bus bay free of cars and to all those who walk to school and car pool.

Confirmation meeting:   Our first meeting for Confirmation parents will be held on this Thursday November 17th at 8 p.m. in the school hall with the guest speaker being Fr. Tommy Conroy, Chaplain of Gorey Community College.

Parents’ Council:    The Parents’ Council held it’s A.G.M. on the 10th and the following officers were elected:


Chairperson
-
Gráinne Gallagher


Secretary
-
Una Ward


Treasurer
-
Donall Breslin


Ass. P.R.O. 
-
Liz Kavanagh


Ass. Treasure
-
Heather Redmond.

Please support the Parents’ Council who do valuable work for the school in so many areas –

           Welcoming new parents.

           First Communion and Confirmation receptions. 

           The Book Fair 

           Bag Packing 

           The annual Table Quiz etc.

You might not want to get involved in committee work but please help them out in all their efforts for all the children and parents in the school.

Board of Management:   We are delighted to welcome Mr. M. McEvoy as our new Board Chairperson who replaces Mr. Ultan McCabe who has retired.

We thank Ultan for all his great work in developing the new school for the community and look forward to working with Mr. McEvoy to continue 

developing St. Joseph’s as a great educational establishment.

In thanking Fr. Vincent McDevitt we wish him well in his new posting in Navan and look forward to working with Fr. Pádraig McCarthy 

in looking after the spiritual welfare of the people of the area.

***************************************************************

Special Appeal

St. Joseph’s School is always a busy place.     We have 509 pupils, a staff of 34 and 439 family units representing  many   countries and most counties in Ireland.

We are particularly busy over the next couple of months with many events taking place in addition to the normal school life. 

These events afford parents old and new an opportunity to get involved and help out and to get to know other people.    It is a great chance to help the integration process.

Last Summer, with all your help in fund raising and giving, we installed the fantastic wet day play area for junior and senior infants.    Next year we hope to do much more.    We can only spend what you give us.

Thanks for all your support in  the past. 

Yours sincerely,





_____________________





Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal

