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Dear Parents,

May is pressing ahead and so another school year is rapidly coming to a close.   It has been a year of great achievement, once again, for St. Joseph’s 

staff and pupils.

                                          Time Capsule:
 Last week the school won the €2,000 1st prize for its Time Capsule for display in the Bridgewater Centre.     This was a lovely but time consuming  project for our resource team.   We are, justifiably, very proud of the award and the achievement of our students and teachers.
Science Award:
[image: image2.wmf] This year also saw the school embark on a whole new area.    We got involved with the Discover Primary Science Team.    We had the Mobile Farm in school and also the ‘Smoothie’ maker.    We had the engineering project and also the science exhibition in the fifth classes.    All other classes did various works, projects and experiments.   We then submitted these to try and achieve the 2007 Discover Primary  Science Aware of Science Excellence.     I congratulate the project leaders here and am delighted to say that we will be presented with the Award in the Hogan Suite in Croke Park Stadium on Tuesday 5th June 2007.



         School Tours 

All classes will be going on tour this year.    Each class will be separately informed about price, time and tour details.    Please be on time on the morning of your tour.     This is a big operation every year  - 600 children to various venues, so we ask for your full co-operation.
First Communion/Confirmation:

Congratulations to all the boys and girls who made their First Holy Communion and Confirmation recently.     They were lovely ceremonies and we sincerely thank the 4 teachers concerned  and all the back up team involved in printing booklets, arranging  flowers,  the music and the Parents’ Council for the receptions.   

Once again, it’s a huge undertaking providing the teas and biscuits for over 400 people on each occasion.   It is all worth while when you see the whole community come out to celebrate these sacramental events and long may they continue to do so.

Tesco Tokens:

Currently we have 90,000 tokens which is a tremendous response.    If you, or any of your friends, have any loose ones hanging around, please send them in so that we can make up the final tally and send them off to exchange them for school equipment for your children

Inservice: Friday next June 1st.
Our final Inservice Day will be held on this Friday and your children will have no school on this day.
Holidays 2007 – 2008
can now be accessed on www.iosef.ie.

                             Walk to School:

We are delighted with the progress of the Walk to School Campaign.    It is creating a great awareness among children and adults and there is a noticeable reduction in cars around the front of the school.     At this time of year children from senior infants  up to sixth classes should be able to walk independently into the school from the gates.    They like the bit of independence at this time of year.

                                          Two new Teachers:
We are happy to announce the Department of Education sanction for 2 new extra class teachers  who will be appointed shortly and also for 3 x 80 m2    new prefab classrooms which will be installed during the Summer.
***********************************************************
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Healthy Eating:
Please encourage your children to continue bringing healthy lunches to school.    It is great to see so many children enjoying raw carrots, fruits, chunks of melons etc. and avoiding all fizzy drinks, crisps and junk food while confining the treats to Fridays.

***********************************************************
New Infants:
  We have currently enrolled 84 new infants for September 2007 and we hope  to accommodate them in 4 classes of 21 each.      Enrolment is now full throughout most of the school for next year with no places available in Senior Infants, First, Third, Fourth and Fifth classes.

Anyone wishing to enrol their children in St. Joseph’s in these classes will have to go on a waiting list.

Trócaire:  As yet we have not been notified by Trócaire as to the total amount collected by you during the Lenten Campaign but as soon as we are aware of the figure we will notify all parents.
Summer Camps:   
We have distributed a wide range of materials advertising Summer Camps.   It is Board of Management policy to provide equal treatment to all and not to promote any one group above another.   Entry to any Summer Camp is entirely at the discretion of each individual family.

Information Booklet:
Please continue to read the School Information Booklet and abide by all the rules.    When you enrol a child in St. Joseph’s you agree to abide by the rules laid down by the Board of Management  regarding school life.
I hope you all  enjoy the Whit Weekend break.





Yours sincerely,





_____________________________





Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal

