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March Newslette


r


 


D


ear Parents,


 


 


We’re back again after the mid


-


term break and there is a great buzz of activity 


with preparations for the Music Fe


stival. 


 


 


New School Extension


:  


You can all see for yourselves the great pr


o-


gress the builders are making on the new extension.    Work is on target.   The 


paths and drainage are being done externally this week.  The main water conne


c-


tions and the new fire hydrants were installed at the weekend.  Internally,  the 


final radiators are being installed, as are the


 internal doors and the ceilings.


 


The painters have also moved in so we are into the home straight with Phase 1 


of the building 


project.


 


Another part of the project is going ahead also at the moment.    The existing 


wall has been moved  back and a new gran


ite wall is being built.    You will 


shortly see the footpath being removed to make way for a bus bay and drop off 


area.    This


 is a much needed facility for the school and should ease pressure  on 


the car park in the mornings.


 


 


Building Project Phase 2


. 


 


When the 8 rooms and new General Purpose  


Hall are ready we will move some classes in there and the builders will start 


renovating the old section of the school.    After Easter there will be some 


changes for entering  and exiting the school but y


ou will be kept fully informed 


of these before they happen. 


 


 


Phases 3 and 4 


will involve renovation of the old school hall into


 Principal’s 


Office, Learning Support Room, Stores and Computer Room.    A lot of this 


work will take place during the Summer ho


lidays.    A new unit for children 


with Autism will also be built.     Over 


€


3,000,000 has been contributed by the 


Department of


 Education and Science.    You have contributed 


€


41,500 last year 


but we need your ongoing financial help to provide extras.    


Please continue to 


support us and be proud  to be part of this wonderful educational edifice that St. 


Joseph’s will be. 


 


R


affle


 


As we make progress in the building we now enter the furnishing and 


decorating phase.    This is costing some extra money 


which we must raise 


locally.    Currently we have a raffle in progress.   Tickets cost 


€


2 each or 


book of 3 for 


€


5.   The valuab


le prizes are as follows  


-


 


1.


 


   


Child’s Bicycle   


-


 sponsored


 


2.


 


   


Child’s Bicycle  


-


  sponsored


 


3.


 


   


Top of the range Montana Bathro


om Suite with toilet, cistern, taps, hand


-


basin, pedestal /Toilet seat and lever 


–


 Kindly sponsored by Armitage/


Shanks.


 


4.


 


   


Dinne


r for 2  in Kitty’s  


-


 sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church


 


5.


 


   


Sunday dinner  for 2  in Arklow Bay Hotel 


–


 sponsored by Arklow Bay


 


6


.


 


   


One membership of “Let’s Go” Summer Camp valued at 


€


65 


–


 sponsored 


by “Let’s Go”


 


7.


Bottle Brandy


 


The raffle takes place on 


April


 1st.   


We currently have 


€


3,000 raised and we need to 


raise approx. 


€


10,000.     Please help us out here and sell a few extra b


ooks of tickets.    


We have a month  to go to raffle day.    Contact Maeve McBride or Teresa in the o


f-


fice.   We’ll keep you posted  on the progress.      I look forward to your continued 


support.   If someone wishes to make a con


tribution it would be most welcome and  


will be receipted.      During the Summer we will be installing a new Computer 


Room.    The Department of Education will pay for the conduit linking up classes and 


the internet facilities.     We will have to pay for all the computers,  printers, switc


h-


ing gear etc.    This is what we are using the raffle money for.    Please phone up now  


at 32984 and make a huge effort to sell


 more tickets.     Thank you. 


 


Education Welfare Board


 


 


We  remind people that we must now 


inform the Board when a pupil 


misses over 20 days from school.   


Please ensure your children attend 


school everyday


.


 


Trócaire


 


 


We have now distributed the boxes 


for Lent and this year the focus is on 


Rwanda.     You can read details of 


this in t


he Trócaire Pack.


 


D


ogs:  


 


 


 


Please ensure you leave 


dogs at home when you are brin


g-


ing children to school as they are a 


source of danger. 


 


T


esco Tokens


 


 


You’ ve seen the advt. on 


 


T.V. and yes we are collecting 


tokens again.    We’re not asking 


anyone to shop in any p


articular 


store but if you or your friends 


have any Tesco Computer T


o-


kens, please send them in


 


to


 


us. 


 




St. Joseph’s N. S. 
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Fax:  0402 29786 
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March Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

 

We’re back again after the mid-term break and there is a great buzz of activity 

with preparations for the Music Festival.  

 

New School Extension

:  

You can all see for yourselves the great pro-

gress the builders are making on the new extension.    Work is on target.   The 

paths and drainage are being done externally this week.  The main water connec-

tions and the new fire hydrants were installed at the weekend.  Internally,  the 

final radiators are being installed, as are the internal doors and the ceilings. 

The painters have also moved in so we are into the home straight with Phase 1 

of the building project. 

Another part of the project is going ahead also at the moment.    The existing 

wall has been moved  back and a new granite wall is being built.    You will 

shortly see the footpath being removed to make way for a bus bay and drop off 

area.    This is a much needed facility for the school and should ease pressure  on 

the car park in the mornings. 

 

Building Project Phase 2

.  When the 8 rooms and new General Purpose  

Hall are ready we will move some classes in there and the builders will start 

renovating the old section of the school.    After Easter there will be some 

changes for entering  and exiting the school but you will be kept fully informed 

of these before they happen.  

 

Phases 3 and 4 

will involve renovation of the old school hall into Principal’s 

Office, Learning Support Room, Stores and Computer Room.    A lot of this 

work will take place during the Summer holidays.    A new unit for children 

with Autism will also be built.     Over €3,000,000 has been contributed by the 

Department of Education and Science.    You have contributed €41,500 last year 

but we need your ongoing financial help to provide extras.    Please continue to 

support us and be proud  to be part of this wonderful educational edifice that St. 

Joseph’s will be.  

Raffle 

As we make progress in the building we now enter the furnishing and 

decorating phase.    This is costing some extra money which we must raise 

locally.    Currently we have a raffle in progress.   Tickets cost €2 each or 

book of 3 for €5.   The valuable prizes are as follows  - 

1.    Child’s Bicycle   - sponsored 

2.    Child’s Bicycle  -  sponsored 

3.    Top of the range Montana Bathroom Suite with toilet, cistern, taps, hand-

basin, pedestal /Toilet seat and lever – Kindly sponsored by Armitage/

Shanks. 

4.    Dinner for 2  in Kitty’s  - sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church 

5.    Sunday dinner  for 2  in Arklow Bay Hotel – sponsored by Arklow Bay 

6.    One membership of “Let’s Go” Summer Camp valued at €65 – sponsored 

by “Let’s Go” 

7. Bottle Brandy 

The raffle takes place on April 1st.   We currently have €3,000 raised and we need to 

raise approx. €10,000.     Please help us out here and sell a few extra books of tickets.    

We have a month  to go to raffle day.    Contact Maeve McBride or Teresa in the of-

fice.   We’ll keep you posted  on the progress.      I look forward to your continued 

support.   If someone wishes to make a contribution it would be most welcome and  

will be receipted.      During the Summer we will be installing a new Computer 

Room.    The Department of Education will pay for the conduit linking up classes and 

the internet facilities.     We will have to pay for all the computers,  printers, switch-

ing gear etc.    This is what we are using the raffle money for.    Please phone up now  

at 32984 and make a huge effort to sell more tickets.     Thank you.  

Education Welfare Board 

 

We  remind people that we must now 

inform the Board when a pupil 

misses over 20 days from school.   

Please ensure your children attend 

school everyday

. 

Trócaire

 

 

We have now distributed the boxes 

for Lent and this year the focus is on 

Rwanda.     You can read details of 

this in the Trócaire Pack. 

Dogs:   

  

Please ensure you leave 

dogs at home when you are bring-

ing children to school as they are a 

source of danger.  

Tesco Tokens 

 

You’ ve seen the advt. on  

T.V. and yes we are collecting 

tokens again.    We’re not asking 

anyone to shop in any particular 

store but if you or your friends 

have any Tesco Computer To-

kens, please send them in

 

to

 

us. 
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Healthy Schools:


 


As you know we sent out our Healthy Schools Eating 


Policy in January and since then we have made every effort to help chi


l-


dren eat  more healthily.    Each child is encouraged to eat a full lunch 


and bring home any left


-


overs so that you, the parents


, can check that it is 


all eaten.


 


It’s a great success to date and I would appeal to all of you to continue to 


support it.


 


B


reakfast  


-


 the right start every day.


 


 


Breakfast is important to everyone’s overall health and 


performance and how often do you


 or your child skip this 


meal?


 


Breakfast is the early morning refuelling stop for the 


body


—


 just think it has been 8 to 12 hours


 since your last 


snack or meal.    Studies show breakfast eaters have more 


strength, endurance, better concentration and problem


 


solving abilities than people who don’t eat breakfast.    


For children who skip breakfast their ability to learn in 


the morning is greatly reduced.     Breakfast is also esse


n-


tial to children’s health and nutrition, as this meal pr


o-


vides at least a quarter of the daily requirements for e


n-


ergy, protein, vitamins and minerals.


 


 


So parents and children, let’s all get off to a good start!


 


 


If time is a concern in the 


morning here are a few quick 


breakfast ideas:


 


 


         


]


 


Wholegrain cereal with fruit and milk.


 


 


         


]


 


Toasted bread with peanut butter.


 


 


         


]


 


Fruit juice and scone.


 


 


         


]


 


Banana and yogurt.


 


 


Music Festival:  


If you cannot get to see your children in the 


choirs and action songs during the Music Festival, we will be 


hol


d


ing a  concert featuring all the items later in the year.     We 


will give you full details later.


 


 


Enrolment:   


Thanks to all w


ho enrolled during Enrolment Week.   If any 


one forgot to come in during that  week, please feel free to call  in during  


school


 hours or give us a call at 32984.


 


 


Thank you.


 


 


 


        


 


       


 


        


 


        


 


       


_________________________


 


 


        


 


       


 


        


 


        


 


       


Mr. Michael O'Callaghan


 


A


s  part of our Healthy School Policy we encourage parents/


guardians to car pool.    If a child lives near the school,  perhaps t


hey 


could  walk to school.     We read so much in the papers these days 


about fitness levels in children that we must do everyth


ing possible to 


encourage children and  adults to walk more, eat healthily and exe


r-


cise


.


 


 


           


 


           


 


           


 


           


Reminders:


 


 


Easter Holidays


:   


-


 


5th to 16th April inclusive. School closes on Friday 


 


 


         


 


         


 


         


    2nd April and reopens Monday 1


9th April 2004.


 


 


Cans:


 


          


Just a gentle reminder that we have stopped  collecting and 


 


         


 


         


recycling cans.   Please use recycling unit


s around town.


 


 


First Communion Day


:    


Saturday 8th May


 


 


Confirmation Day


:


 


       


       


Sunday May 23rd.


 




  

 

                    

            

Healthy Schools: 

As you know we sent out our Healthy Schools Eating 

Policy in January and since then we have made every effort to help chil-

dren eat  more healthily.    Each child is encouraged to eat a full lunch 

and bring home any left-overs so that you, the parents, can check that it is 

all eaten. 

It’s a great success to date and I would appeal to all of you to continue to 

support it. 

Breakfast  - the right start every day. 

 

Breakfast is important to everyone’s overall health and 

performance and how often do you or your child skip this 

meal? 

Breakfast is the early morning refuelling stop for the 

body— just think it has been 8 to 12 hours since your last 

snack or meal.    Studies show breakfast eaters have more 

strength, endurance, better concentration and problem 

solving abilities than people who don’t eat breakfast.    

For children who skip breakfast their ability to learn in 

the morning is greatly reduced.     Breakfast is also essen-

tial to children’s health and nutrition, as this meal pro-

vides at least a quarter of the daily requirements for en-

ergy, protein, vitamins and minerals. 

 

So parents and children, let’s all get off to a good start! 

 

If time is a concern in the morning here are a few quick 

breakfast ideas: 

           



Wholegrain cereal with fruit and milk. 

           



Toasted bread with peanut butter. 

           



Fruit juice and scone. 

           



Banana and yogurt. 

 

Music Festival:  

If you cannot get to see your children in the 

choirs and action songs during the Music Festival, we will be 

holding a  concert featuring all the items later in the year.     We 

will give you full details later. 

 

Enrolment:   

Thanks to all who enrolled during Enrolment Week.   If any 

one forgot to come in during that  week, please feel free to call  in during  

school hours or give us a call at 32984.

 

 

Thank you. 

 

                                                _________________________ 

                                                

Mr. Michael O'Callaghan 

As  part of our Healthy School Policy we encourage parents/

guardians to car pool.    If a child lives near the school,  perhaps they 

could  walk to school.     We read so much in the papers these days 

about fitness levels in children that we must do everything possible to 

encourage children and  adults to walk more, eat healthily and exer-

cise

. 

                                                    

Reminders: 

 

Easter Holidays

:   - 

5th to 16th April inclusive. School closes on Friday  

                                     2nd April and reopens Monday 19th April 2004.

 

 

Cans:

            

Just a gentle reminder that we have stopped  collecting and 

                      recycling cans.   Please use recycling units around town. 

 

First Communion Day

:    

Saturday 8th May 

 

Confirmation Day

:                

Sunday May 23rd.

 


