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Children, parents and teachers have enjoyed the preparation for the Festival and the performances of the groups involved.

Farm Visit:

[image: image3.wmf]The visit of the mobile farm for the junior classes will take place on Tuesday April 28th  2009.   This is a great novel educational programme.   There will be a small charge to cover the cost and we will give you full details later.

 Science: Our science  projects are going well and we will have an open day in the school for the classes involved on March 27th.    We will inform you in due course of the classes involved and the opening times.   You can see the K’nex 3rd class challenge on our website at www.iosef.ie.
Tours:

Most school tours have now been arranged and we will give you lots of notice about prices, times etc.   Every effort is made to keep the prices down and to make the tours as educational as possible.

Enrolment:   Enrolment for new infants for September 2009 is now closed.  Final enrolment for September 2010 is now nearly complete and enrolment for 2011, 2012 is filling up well.   You can enrol your child for September 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 any day during school time or download a registration form from www.iosef.ie
Many thanks and may I wish you good luck in the ticket sales.

Please sell lots!
                                  ___________________________




Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
      Joseph’s National School
Telephone: 0402 32984

Fax:   0402 29786

E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
Web-site: www.iosef.ie
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Dear Parents,

The mid term is over and another school year rolls along despite all the doom and gloom and education cutbacks which will impact on our school and children as they will on all schools in the country.

[image: image6.wmf]Here in St. Joseph’s the Department of Education is suppressing one of our Special Classes for children with Mild Learning difficulties.   We are one of 128 schools in the country who had this facility.  This is a crazy cutback and impossible to justify.   One  would have expected that this particular area would be the last to be hit but someone in their lack of wisdom made this immoral and unjustifiable decision.   Nationally the pupil teacher ratio will be increased from 27 : 1 to 28 : 1.    There will also be less support for teaching English to foreign nationals.   The support grant for books for necessitous families is scrapped.    This cut, again, is rather harsh.    Despite all  these cutbacks which will be coming into effect on September 1st 2009, school life must go on.
Generosity:

Thanks to your generosity we are well ahead on technology with all our interactive whiteboards and computers.   Whenever we ask for your support we get it instantly.   Thanks for that huge vote of confidence in our work and school.
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We would like to acknowledge the generosity of the following towards Raffle 2009.

· Mr. & M. Kennedy, Eagle Press, Arklow for sponsoring the tickets.

· Anca Dry Cleaners, Arklow and Gorey.

· Mr. Paddy Freeney, Arklow.

· Brennan’s Electrical, Gorey and Arklow

· T.R.T.V. Arklow

· Let’s Go Summer Camp, Cork.

· K. & J’s Ferrybank, Victualler
· Glenbrook Motors.

· Mrs. Mary Condren, Arklow.
· Mr. & Mrs. R. Joyce

· J. K’s Restaurant, Main St. Arklow

· Stephen James Hairdressing Salon, Arklow.
Trócaire:  If you have not already received your Lenten Trócaire boxes, the remainder is promised for delivery to-morrow and will be handed out to the children.   If you use them they can be sent back to the school or Church after Easter.

Holidays 2009.

· School will close on Friday 3rd April at 12.30 p.m. 
· School will re-open on Monday 20th April at 9.20 a.m.

             P  a   r   k   i  n  g: 

There has been a great deal of co-operation by most of you in dropping off children and moving on.  We thank you for this.  There has also been a huge increase in the numbers walking from nearby estates and car pooling.   At 3 o’clock each day we are now down to 7 minutes in clearing the car park.    There are still some parents who continue to walk children into school carrying their bags in and taking off their coats.    Please help them to develop their independence and do these little tasks themselves.   Allow children to play in the yard in the morning instead of clinging to parents.

        First Communion Saturday 9th May 11 a.m.

Confirmation: Saturday 23rd May 11.30 a.m.
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