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Dear Parents,

Just a few brief notes to you after our return from the mid-term break which, I hope, you all enjoyed.

There is still a fair bit of sickness about with colds and tummy bugs around.   Let’s hope this cold spell disappears quickly and with the daffodils and spring flowers appearing that warmer days will soon be with us. 

                                            G r e e n   F l a g:   
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 I am delighted to announce that we have been awarded the Green Flag for the third time in a row.     This is a great achievement for any school and we are all justifiably very proud of this award.       In their citation An Taisce state “I have great pleasure in informing you that your application for renewal of the International Green Flag Award has been successful.    Congratulations.   An Taisce Green Schools Evaluation Committee which makes the decision to award the Green Flag was extremely impressed with your programme and had no hesitation in making their decision”.

We took as our projects this year – Water Conservation and again, Litter Free Zone.     It continues to amaze me how clean the children and teachers keep the school.    Our school grounds were spot checked on several occasions and no litter was found.     We are all really proud of this and I think staff, pupils, parents and community can take a collective bow.

I thank Ms. Russell who headed this year’s School Committee, all our staff and pupils  for their co-operation and our Caretaker Richie for this honour and achievement.    Well done!.

We are currently looking to purchase two proper white flag poles to display the flags.     Any offers out there?

Raffle:      Fundraising:
 This year’s project is the extension to facilities in our Computer Room costing approx €8,000. The raffle has raised €2,829 so far.   Parents’ Council have donated a further €1,000 so we are tipping along nicely.     The sooner we get the money in the sooner we get the new gear in so that your kids can use the learning facilities.

If you have your books of tickets sold, please send them in immediately.    If you haven’t got them out yet, please make an effort now.      Several parents are sending in to us for more tickets.

If you would like to make a car donation, please feel free to do so!!!

Every donation will be receipted and acknowledged.     We’re nearly half way to our target.    We can do it together with a little effort all round.     We have 512 pupils in the school to provide the extra facilities just costs €15.60 per child.
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Registration:

We are currently finalising our enrolment figures for next September.    If you have not already registered your child/ren please do so immediately.

If there are any new comers living near you who have no children coming to St. Joseph’s, please advise them to register immediately.    

If they leave it too late they could find themselves on a waiting list.    You can register any time during school hours up to March 24th.   Out meeting for new comers will be held on May 15th and 16th and individual appointment times will be sent after the Easter holidays.    In the meantime, please make sure you and your friends or neighbours are registered.

If anyone wants to get any information about the school you can view it all on www.iosef.ie
                       

 Inservice:

Our next Inservice days are – March 27th & 28th when the subjects teachers will be studying will be new approaches to the teaching of History and Geography.

St. Patrick’s Day – School will be closed Friday March 17th.

School Tours:   Most of our school tours are now organized with buses and venues  booked and you will be getting all the costs and details shortly about each individual  tour.   Once again this year we have endeavored to keep them as educational as possible. 

                                                     Parking:

Please , please  do not park at the front gate or in the immediate area on both sides of it.    You are blocking the view for  oncoming traffic and causing a major hazard for your children.    There is plenty of parking available in the Church  Car Park.     The staff car park is strictly for staff and for wheelchair access to the school.    We ask parents not to drop off their children in the Staff Car Park as this blocks the flow of staff cars into the car park with consequent slowing up of traffic on the main road.    

Please respect this. 

Sports Tokens:  Thanks to all who sent in the Super Valu/Pettitts/Tesco Sports Tokens.   The Sports materials thus gained from them will be put to good use for the benefit of your children.

As we have said before we do not ask you to shop in any particular outlet but if you do get the tokens we appreciate you sending them in.  

We are still collecting used postage stamps in aid of the Lifeboat, so if you do collect stamps we would be glad to receive them. Thank you. 





Yours faithfully,

_________________________  

               


 Mr. Michael O'Callaghan Principal







