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Dear Parents,

We are now, as you  are all well aware, in the final week of another school year in St. Joseph’s National School, Templerainey, Arklow.    It doesn’t feel like Summer holiday weather so we pray that there may be an improvement in the climatic conditions as children and staff go on their Summer holidays.
The year gone by was an exciting one for the school with all the usual educational element plus lots more.

· Do you all remember the mobile farm?    What an exciting day that was.

· The’Smoothie’ day was another great event in the life of the school when over 600 Smoothies were made.

· Our science week and our award of the Science Excellence Award was a great achievement.

· We entered the ‘Time’ Capsule Competition and won €2,000 for the school.

· The children of second classes received their First Holy Communion.

· The children in the sixth classes were Confirmed.

These were great family and community occasions.    Thanks to all involved in preparing the children and to those who helped out at the receptions.

· The completion  of the extension and the official opening by the Minister for the Environment on April 16th is now part of the history of the school being commemorated  on the plaque at the school door.

· Our Chess Club, Homework Club and Rainbows group, school choir  were a great help to the school life and community.

· We had most classes involved in the Music Festival and we went on approx. 30 official school tours which are an important part of school life.

· We had visits from firemen, postmen and Gardai to help educate your children

· We collected over 150,000 Tesco and Supervalu Tokens.

· We received nice  new flags for the school from Arklow Shipping.

· Our Green school efforts reached new heights with the Art Competition and the ‘Walk to School Campaign’.

· The healthy eating campaign continues and is working very well.

· All the second classes went swimming – courtesy of Parents’ Council.
· We had the last of Subject Inservice  Days and now we think there will be no more days such as these in 2007 – 2008.

Trócaire:   Thanks to everyone who contributed a generous €3,652.45 to 


Trócaire – you are very generous.

Raffle:   Our raffle raised a lot of money for your children.    Again, you were very generous with your contributions which gives us a great morale boost  to work harder for the school and community.

[image: image3.wmf]Sports Days:   Our Sports Days were a great success and thanks, again, to all the teachers and in particular to Ms. Hughes our Sports Co-Ordinator.

We still need 1 fine day for our infant/senior infant Sports Day
School Improvement:

During the holidays we will be installing 5 new classes to accommodate our new teachers for next year.    

***********************************************************

At year’s end it is sad to bid farewell to Mr. Jimmy Doyle who is retiring.    We all wish him well.   In September we welcome back Mrs. N. Kennedy and Ms. S. Hanna from Career Break.

We bid farewell to Tracey White, Special Needs Assistant.     

We also bid farewell to Ms. E. Vickers, Ms. K. Barry, Ms. C. Deasy, Ms. B. Butler and  Ms. M. O’Donnell   who were all temporary teachers with us during the year.     We thank them all for their service and wish them well in future.   
 ************************************************************ 
Web-Site:    Our web-site has been visited by 9,000 people as well as the many hits we have in our own computer room.   
Please continue to watch www.iosef.ie to keep up with school life.
Watchful Eye:  Please keep an eye on your school during the summer holidays and if you are suspicious of anything please call the Guards.
……………………………………………………………………
                           End of Year Mass:   
We will be having our end of year Mass on Tuesday June  26th at 2 p.m. and all are welcome.

…………………………………………………………………
Our Graduation Ceremony for sixth classes will be held in school on Wednesday June 27th.
Reports and Book Lists for next year will be issued on this coming Wednesday and Thursday.

The Grant towards the purchase of school books will be issued in September.

School Holidays
School closes  Friday 29th June at 12.20 p.m.  and re-opens  on Monday September 3rd 2007 at 9.20 a.m. 

Thanks to everyone for continuing to support St. Joseph’s.    As I’ve said before,  I’m proud to be part of the school and community of St. Joseph’s and I know you all are too.    Thanks for the many expressions of gratitude we receive at year end.    It is easy to criticise but it’s nice to hear the compliments and the good word at the end of the year when mind and body can often be a little tired.

I hope the year has been beneficial and worthwhile for you and your child and,  on behalf of all the staff,  I thank you for being with us during the year and hope you and yours have a good holiday.

                                ____________________________




 Mr. Michael O’Callaghan

                                       Principal

