St. Joseph’s National School

                                            Templerainey, Arklow.

                                               Phone: 0402 32984

                                              Fax:
0402 29786

                                     E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
                                            Web-site: www.iosef.ie.
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Dear Parents,
I hope you are all, by now, enjoying  our Summer heat wave.    We live in hope for better days ahead.

Well another academic year is fast coming to a close and we thank the good Lord for bringing us through it.

[image: image2.wmf]Sports Day:   Our Sports Days were very successful and were thoroughly enjoyed by all the pupils and teachers.    Thanks to the Parents’ Council for all the Pop Corn and Juices.   Next year we hope to have the school field available and we will be able to expand somewhat.

School Progress:   During the Summer holidays work will continue on the school building.    This will start immediately we get the Summer holidays.    We will be spending €126,000 on  preparing and restoring all the old flat roofs in the building. 

We will be finishing off the wiring and data points and insulation in the school.   New presses will be installed in 6 classrooms.   The new junior infants playground will be installed in front of the school starting July 11th.    The field and grounds will be levelled.    We hope that by the end of the holidays we should be able to gain access to our new field.    We will also be fencing some of our grounds with Pallisade fencing.   We held off on doing these jobs until the Summer holidays so that we could avoid  disruption to yourselves and children and teachers during the school year.    We hope to have all these facilities in place by August 31st, so lets all pray for fine weather.

We have already submitted plans for a further extension to rid ourselves of the final 5 prefabs and give Templerainey an even better educational facility than we presently have.

Reports/Booklists

We will be issuing reports and book lists by the end of the month  so that families can purchase their books during the Summer holidays.

Wicklow County Council inform us  that you can bring all your old school books to the Arklow Recycling Centre and, for a small fee, you might be able to purchase some of your next year’s school books at the Centre from 21st June to end of August. 

 Holidays 2005 – 2006.   All your holidays for 2005-2006 are now posted on our web-site at www.iosef.ie.                               

Piano/Keyboard:        We have purchased a new keyboard  Grand Piano for use in the school and we also have two smaller keyboards.     Consequently, we have 2 pianos for sale in the school.    Anyone interested can come to the school and put a bid on them.    It will be the responsibility of the purchaser to remove the pianos and no guarantees will be given.
Fr. Vincent:

We bid farewell to Fr. Vincent and in thanking him for his work with us over the past 2 years we wish him all the best in his new posting in Navan.

New Jacket: There was a huge response to the new school jacket.    The rep. will be here again  on Wednesday next 22nd June from 1.30 to 3.30 p.m.  to take orders.    Meanwhile, there are samples in Teresa’s office and you can have a fitting there on Monday or Tuesday next during normal school hours. 

Thanks:      Thanks to everyone who helped us out during the year in any way. 
Our thanks to the Parents’ Council for all their help in fund raising and encouraging us during the year.   We value their support.   They are always open to new members.     

Thanks to the Board of Management for all their work and involvement in school life and for the constant support and help. 

Míle buíochas to the many parents who help us out in so many ways – fundraising, ticket sales, donating prizes and goods, facilitating Rainbows, going to recycling for us, making teas on First Communion and Confirmation days, organising the robes for Confirmation, helping at the Book Fair, maintain the school grounds,   etc. etc.   The list is endless. 

So many people do so much good for so many others.   All the work is appreciated.     Thanks as well to the myriad of people who send notes of thanks and appreciation at year’s end and comment positively on school and school life during the year.    We are only all human and appreciate your remarks.

Retirement:    Mrs. Susan Delaney has retired from the staff of St. Joseph’s and we wish her all the best in the years ahead.

Staff:   Thanks to the staff of St. Joseph’s for all  their efforts in so many areas of the curriculum and school life during the past year. 

                                       Web-site  iosef.ie

Our Web-site  is up and running again.   Many parents use it to check newsletters, holidays, school information  booklet,  photos etc.

We are interested in improving the web-site and the school is asking for your help.   We are offering 3 prizes for the best efforts -

1st 
      €80                               2nd
   €65                           3rd            €55

We are looking for suggestions and help from you. Just click on www.iosef.ie  and your journey starts.
Tell us what you like about it or what you dislike.    Read up past and present newsletters. Tell us what you find most helpful, what other information or ideas you would  like us to put on the site.  The prizes will be awarded for the 3 best submissions.

Submissions should be no longer than 200  typed words. Entries can be sent in by children, parents or guardians.    We hope to put your suggestions into practice in 

September and look forward to a big entry.

Entries can be sent by E-mail to iosef.staf.ias@eircom.net or you can post them to us.

Entries must be received by end of June.

Your School:   Keep an eye on your school during the Summer holidays and please report anything suspicious to the Gardaí. 

End of Year Mass:   We will have our end of year school Mass in St. Joseph’s Church on Tuesday June 28th at 2 p.m. and you are all cordially invited to attend.

Summer Holidays:  We get our annual school holidays on Thursday June 30th at 12.30 p.m. and resume here on Wednesday 31st August at 9.20 a.m. 
I  hope you all have a lovely summer break.

     Sincerely                         _______________________

                                              Mr. M. O’Callaghan. Principal.







