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Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a new year and a new term.   I hope you all had a very happy Christmas Season and that you enjoyed the break and the rest from the routine of school life.

Fundraising:   its that time of year again when we have our annual raffle and fundraising period.     This year our Raffle will be on  Wednesday April 5th 2006 at  2 p.m.    Tickets will issue shortly to each family and, once again, we ask for your wholehearted support.
This years prizes, so far –

1. 
Mountain bike sponsored by Brennan’s Electrical

2.
€100 Travel Voucher – sponsored by Scott’s Travel.

3.
€100 Travel Voucher – sponsored by Scott’s Travel 

4
€100 Voucher  - Rivendell Body & Beauty Spa – sponsored 

by Richard Joyce. 

5.
Oki Home Phone/Fax System sponsored by Devtech Business Systems.

6.
H.P. Photosmart Compack Photo Printer – sponsored Anonymously

7
Kettle & Toaster Set – sponsored Anonymously.

8.
Giant Easter Egg – sponsored by Staff.

9.
€50 Flower Voucher – sponsored by Gail’s Florists.

10.
€50 Clothes Voucher – sponsored by Man’s Shop.

11.
Quantity Wine – sponsored Anonymously.

11.
Bottle Sherry & 2 Glasses – sponsored Anonymously.

12.
€20 Book Token – sponsored Anonymously.

Last year we made sufficient funds to install the excellent junior play yard.

[image: image2.wmf]This year we intend to further equip the computer room with fully licensed software which will cost in the region of €10,000.   Any money raised will be spent on your children.   If there is a parent out there who would like to sponsor something or would like to give a cash donation, we will be most grateful to you and all gifts and donations will be acknowledged.

Music Festival: It’s that time of year again when people start gearing up with poems, singing and choir.

As usual, entry to this is optional for children and teachers alike. The entry fee for individual poems is €2.

Staff Meeting:  As already announced our first Staff meeting of the new year is on Friday January 20th  from 2. – 4 p.m.  Children go home at 1.30 p.m. 

InService:   There will be an Inservice day for teachers dealing with the subject of History on Tuesday January 24th.  The school will be closed on that day.

There will also be an Inservice day for Geography on 28th March 2006 and the school will be closed on that day.

**************************************************************

For those of you planning ahead you might wish to know the following school closures –

Hallowe’en 2006 – 2007   -  October 30th – 3rd November inclusive.

Hallowe’en 2007 – 2008   - October 29th – 2nd November inclusive.

Easter         2007  
      Closing 30th March  - re-opening 16th April 2007

Easter         2008
      Closing   14th March  - re-opening 31st March

                                                                             2008

Full details of standardised school holidays can be got on www.education.ie by clicking on “What are the school holidays?”

**************************************************************

Pakistan:    Thanks again to everyone who donated to the ‘Concern’ Pakistani Kashmir Appeal.    As you know 80,000 are thought to have died with up to 3.3. million people left homeless.    Temperatures are dropping as low as – 20o   Our €1,570  provided special winterised tents to protect people from the bitter winds and heavy snowfalls.

Yellow Forms:    There are still a number of families who have not sent back 

the Yellow Registration forms which we sent out for updating in

October 2005.    If you still have this form on a shelf somewhere 

please sent it back to Teresa.    
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Dogs:   We continue to have trouble with dogs following pupils to school.   Please, please secure dogs so that they do not appear in the play area at morning time.

Coats:    We also continue to have a number of coats handed up as lost property.   These coats are not labelled.    Please label all childrens’ belongings so that they can be easily identified.

Please continue to use the top car park and avoid congestion at the main school gate.    Your co-operation in this would be much appreciated.

Used Postage Stamps:    We continue to collect used postage stamps in aid of the R.N.L.I. and would appreciate it  if you send in your used stamps to us.

[image: image4.wmf]Web-site:     Our web site continues to be a useful information organ for parents     as you know we put all school information on this site for your use.   You can access  -



 School Information Booklet



 Green Schools.


              Christmas photos.


                            Holidays,


                            Inservice days etc.

Please click on www.iosef.ie before you pick up the phone to ring Teresa.   It is well used site.    We’ve had 3,464 hits while 64 of you used it over the Christmas holidays.    It’s your web site for your information and convenience.

Remember it’s on www.iosef.ie 

                     (       Garden Hint:      (
For all you garden lovers now is the time to start putting down your Sweet Peas indoors if you want to get the early blooms.

Wishes:   I hope the year ahead will be a happy and healthy one for all of involved in the school and community of St. Joseph’s.





Yours sincerely,

____________________





Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. Principal





Principal

