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Dear Parents,

We are now well settled into the new term and with the first daffodils appearing and the stretch in the evenings there is a definite feeling of Spring in the air.
Anois teacht an Earraigh beidh an lá ag dul chun  síneadh.

Green Schools:
   With all the talk of Global warming it is heartening to see so much being done about Green issues in schools.    At present over 2540 schools are registered with the programme, that’s over 65% of all the schools in the country.    Here in St. Joseph’s we have dealt with recycling, keeping the environment tidy, water and energy conservation.  

Travel is the fourth theme to be introduced in the Irish Green Schools programme by the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO) through the National Development Plan 2000 – 2006.   The Travel Pilot Scheme is operating in twenty nine schools in the Greater Dublin Area until August 2007, when it is hoped it will be rolled out nationwide to all schools eligible to partake in the Travel theme.

Most of the schools carried out travel surveys as part of their Environmental Review, surveying types of traffic, the modes used by pupils, the number of cars arriving at the school in the morning and also the number of people in the car.

Following our Environmental Review we, in St. Joseph’s,  then decided to adopt initiatives to get everyone using sustainable forms of travel to and from school.   Our popular initiative is WOW days which can stand for Walk on Wednesdays, Walk Whenever, or Walk Once a Week.
Here in St. Joseph’s in Templerainey we also  had a parents evening with a Green Schools Committee workshop which was run by the Green Schools Travel Staff.    We have improved our walking population from 138 in December to 247 in January.   Most classes have increased their walking rate  by at least 20% .    Ms. Vickers class won the prize for the highest % of children walking to school at least once a week.
Unfortunately we still have a few people who park on the footpath and won’t even walk the few steps from the car park.    This is a safety issue. Please do not park on the footpaths outside the school.
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Parents still allow dogs to follow children to school.    They are a constant problem.   If you have a family dog please ensure you do not allow your pet to go to the school yard with your children.     They can be dangerous and cause stress to other children.

Trócaire Boxes:       You should, by now, have got your Trócaire Box.    If you need any more, please call to Teresa in the office or they are available in the church.  Trócaire is a charitable fund which is collected every year during Lent for third world projects.
**********************************************************
Raffle Tickets:
Every family was sent an appeal letter with some tickets.   Please make every effort to sell these and more, if possible, and send them back to the school.   Every child and family benefit from the raffle so we would expect each family to be as generous as possible.
**********************************************************
Super Valu:   We continue to collect Super Valu Sports tokens which we will exchange for sports goods in April.     Thanks for your support here.

It is school policy to hand out all information to parents on Summer Camps and sports and other events occurring in the area.    It is entirely up to parents to allow their children participate in any of these events which occur outside of school hours.     We do not recommend any one over the other.
We also do our best to vet them to ensure that they are reputable and have proper safety and child protection procedures in place.  

Web-site:   Our Web-site, as you all should know by now is www.iosef.ie
Please visit there to stay abreast of what is happening in school life.

This week we have put up –

· Healthy Eating Policy

· 3rd Class Viking Project

· Holiday Notices

· 5th Class Country project

· Seachtain na Gaeilge – Follow the links.
· Check holiday details – Newsletters etc.

· Visit our childrens or parents section – follow the maths, quizzes.

· Visit www.scoilnet.ie  - a very worth while site.
Its all happening at www.iosef.ie
                             Opening Time of School
 We remind parents that school officially opens at 9.10 a.m.    We will be issuing a full circular about this when we return after the mid term break.
[image: image4.wmf]Healthy Active School:

At the launch of the Active School Awards 2007 , Education Minister Mary Hanafin said that the main objectives are –

· To encourage young people to engage in more physical activity in a fun environment 

· To raise the profile of Physical Education and co-curricular physical activity.

“Children not only get opportunities to exercise at school but also learn about balanced nutrition and making good food choices.    Schools are playing their part in the battle to tackle childhood obesity.   However, it should be remembered that children only spend 20% of their waking time at school and that a healthy home environment is also a factor in ensuring a healthy lifestyle.”

On enrolling each family is issued with St. Joseph’s Healthy Eating Policy and everyone has signed up to implement it.

Please help out here by giving your children healthy lunches everyday and only giving treats on Friday.    Thank you.





Yours sincerely,





_______________________





Mr. Michael O'Callaghan. 
     Principal

