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Dear Parents,

Christmas is racing down the tracks at us all now and its nearly impossible to avoid the hype, the oversell and the pressure on so many people to give presents, cards, attend functions etc.

Here in St. Joseph’s we have a few simple rules about cards and gifts.    We are appealing to children and parents not to exchange Christmas cards within the school.    Each year thousands of cards are exchanged.        It is part of our Green School policy to cut down on paper usage.    We also appeal to parents not to allow children to bring presents to each other or to staff members.    This puts undue pressure on families and when cards or invitations are issued to just some of the class it can be very hurtful to those who do not receive one.     Please help us out here. 

The same rule applies to Birthday invitations.   They must be distributed privately and not in classes. 
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Carol Singing:

We do not give permission to any groups of children to go around from door to door singing carols and collecting for the school.

(    (    (     (         (       (        (       (            (                (             (
*************************************************************

Literacy:

In my last Newsletter to you I sent you all details about a meeting dealing with Domestic Violence against Women and also about help available for Special Needs Children.

This month we are promoting an awareness of adult Literacy Classes.    If any parent/guardian or someone you know needs help in this area please contact me in the school.    Trained tutors are available for working with individuals on a one to one basis.    All this work is totally confidential.    I can be contacted during school hours at 0402 32984.

**************************************************************

Christmas Carol Service
Our annual Christmas Carol Service will be celebrated in St. Joseph’s Church on Tuesday December 19th at 2 p.m. and all parents, guardians and friends are cordially invited to join us in Church on the day to celebrate with us. 
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Panto:
We had a great day out in Gorey when we brought 227 children from Junior Infants, Senior Infants and First classes to “Santa’s Surprise” in Gorey Theatre.   It was a big operation but it went smoothly and most important of all the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves as also, of course, did the staff who travelled with them.

National Concert Hall: 
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On Monday 18th the two third classes will be heading off to the National Concert Hall in Dublin to see the animated movie “The Snowman” with full orchestral accompaniment.  

Leisure Centre:

The  two  4th classes are heading for the Leisure Centre on Friday 15th December for some pre-festive exercise.

Christmas Holidays:   

We go on holidays this year on Friday 22nd December at. 12.30 p.m. and return on Monday January 8th 2007 
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This week we will have Mr. Brendan Price of the Seal Sanctuary talking to the children of 3rd and  4th classes about the work of the Sanctuary and,  in particular, about the seal that was rescued by Sean Bermingham and which  will be released back into the sea at Brittas Bay Beach (main car park) at 12 noon on Sunday 17th December (For more information about the  Irish Seal Sanctuary

See website www.irishsealsanctuary.ie      

Car Pooling:

We had a good meeting with An Taisce going through the Car Pooling/Walking to school theme.    Signs have been erected on all the main notice boards encouraging people to walk/car pool etc.

Web-site:   You can see all our Christmas art, school decorations and cribs on www.iosef.ie.    Have a quick peep at it and share it with friends and family abroad.    Just click on the home page and see Christmas pictures.

New Parents’ Council:

Congratulations to our new Parents’ Council for 2007.  Full details will be issued in the Parents’ Council Newsletter which will be issued after Christmas.

Registering Children:

We now have 70 children registered for Junior Infants for next September.    If you have not already registered your child please call Teresa at the school and fill in a registration form to avail of the remaining few places.

Parent/Teacher Meetings:

These were a great success again this year with a near 100% attendance.

If you still have some concerns or problems please contact us.

I know there are some people waiting for psychological appointments/speech therapy etc. but these are outside our control and are constrained by shortage of staff in these areas.     The waiting lists are still too long 

Used Stamps:

 We are still collecting your used stamps which are donated to aid the  R.N.L.I.   

Donation:

  We are most grateful to Mrs. Coralee Freeney who has raised €500 for the school  by face painting at a recent Art day which took place  at the annual dog show in the   National Show Centre, Cloghran

Here’s hoping all your Christmas preparations are going well.





Yours sincerely,



                          _____________________________





Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal
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