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Dear Parents,

December is with us once again and the Festive Season of Christmas is fast approaching.   I hope it will be a pleasant, happy and stress free season for all of us.

Book Fair:   Our annual Book Fail organised by our Parents’ Council and our own Ms. C. O’Toole was an outstanding success making €4,669.85           and this gave the school a total of €2,801.worth of books.   Last year’s Book Fair made €4,257 giving us €2,554 worth of books.   Thanks a million to everyone who helped out and supported the Fair.     All the children will benefit from the books which we received.

Bag Packing:   The annual Bag Packing in Tesco made  a total of  €1,750           for the benefit of the school.     There were  66 children from 5th and 6th classes and  32  parents helping.   Thanks to all who helped out in this fund raiser. 
Annual School Raffle in February 2006.

We appealed for prizes in our last newsletter.    So far we have 2 offers of printing the tickets, 1 bicycle, 2 €100 travel vouchers, 1  €50 clothes voucher and 1 voucher for flowers.     We are still open to offers !   Last year we made over €7,000 and, hopefully, we will make a similar amount this year.        Our phone number is 0402 32984.

Holidays:
Our annual Christmas holidays will be –



December 23rd – January 6th incl. 


    School closes on 22nd  Dec. at 12.30 p.m. 
Mid-term holidays. February 13th – 17th inclusive.
Inservice for History

-
Tuesday January 24th 2006

Inservice for Geography 
-
Tuesday March 28th 2006

The school will be closed on both these days.

Next staff meeting:
-
Friday January 20th 2006 
                         The school will be closed at 1.30 on this day.

[image: image2.wmf]December 8th:   We will be installing our Crib in the school on this day which will herald the start of our Christmas Season.     There will be Mass in the Church on this day and we will be bringing classes 3rd to 6th to Mass from the school.
This is the normal 11.30 p.m. Mass 

Yellow  Registration Forms:
 Can we appeal to people who have not returned the official new registration forms which were sent out for updating, to send them back immediately.
Walking/Car Pooling.
Thanks to all those people who car pool and help us out with car parking

Last week we did a survey of how children travel to our school and the following is a brief resume –
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Green-Schools






32.6% 
walk to school 

   .4% 
cycle


62.4% 
come by car


  4.6%   come by bus.

We are a Green School and we, again, appeal to more people to either walk to school or car pool.    Please do your bit to cut down on fuel emissions.

You can see the full survey in the Green School Section of our Web-site

www.iosef.ie
Christmas Cards:   As part of our Green School campaign we are appealing to children and parents not to exchange Christmas cards within the school.    Each year thousands of cards are exchanged.     Some children do not get cards and their feelings can be hurt.   It is also part of our Green School policy to cut down on paper usage.

Christmas Presents:   This year, again, we remind parents that teachers in St. Joseph’s do not  expect Christmas presents.    Parents are under enough financial pressure at this time of year looking after their own families.    While we appreciate the thought,     we will have lots of Festive cheer and atmosphere around the school over the next few weeks and we can all exchange greetings without putting people to the unnecessary expense of cards or presents.

First Confessions:    First Confessions will be held this year around March 8th 2006.    we still do not have a First Communion or Confirmation date.

Art and Craft levy:   We have a good 80% of parents who have paid the annual subscription and we will send out reminders again after Christmas  to some people who have obviously forgotten.

Christmas Art:
[image: image4.wmf]Many classes  in the school took part in the Paint an Angel Art project.
These paintings will be on display in the Gallery, Main Street, Arklow from Friday December 2nd at 4 p.m. to Friday December 9th.

There will be a fun day in the Gallery on Sunday  afternoon next December 4th.     All funds raised by this project go to the Sri Lankan Orphanage Appeal.




Yours sincerely,




__________________________




Mr. Michael O'Callaghan




Principal

