Raffle:

Our Raffle this year was an outstanding success realizing €7,500 for school funds.   Thanks a million to everyone who donated prizes, to Eagle Press for printing the tickets and to everyone of you who bought and sold tickets.   You are all super, fabulous, brilliant generous people!   The following are the winners –

1st        John O’Keeffe, Ballyrogan, Redcross.

2nd       Catríona Keane, 32 The Way, Meadowvale. Arklow

3rd       Tom Kelly, 48 The Maples, Arklow

4th        Martina Hirschmannova, 6, Ashleigh Close, Mountain Bay.

5th        Mick Kinch, 7 Collins St. Arklow.

6th        Kym Fox, 48 Knockmore, Arklow

7th        Seamus Curran, Ballinamona, Woodenbridge, Arklow

8th        Kacper Mewrchieinoz, 17 Woodlands Green, Arklow

9th        Sabrina Kearney

10th      Ruby Cantwell, 25 Pairc na Saille, Emoclew Road.
11th      Charley Kinsella, 15 Inbhear Mór Sq. Arklow

12th      Aleksandra Chromik, 45 Abbeyville, Arklow

13th      Sue Fox, 48 Knockmore, Arklow.

14th      James Forde, 118, Cluain Ard, Sea Road,
Good News:

 Heartiest congratulations to our own Elaine Nash and her husband Donal on the birth of their son Evan and to Fiona Murphy on her marriage to Mr. Brendan Wickham.
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                          Easter Wishes:  
We will be getting our Easter Holidays at 12.30 
                    to-morrow.

I Hope you all enjoy the break.

Thanks to everyone of you for all your help, support, friendship and encouragement in keeping the pulsating, vibrant, educational ship of St. Joseph’s so well afloat in these recessionary times.

Let’s hope for better times ahead for all of us.

                               _____________________ 




Mr. Michael O’Callaghan. Principal

    St. Joseph’s National School

Phone:  0402 32984

Fax:   0402 29786

E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
Web Site:  www.iosef.ie
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                         April 2009
Dear Parents,

As we come up to the Easter holidays I write to you to bring you up to date with raffle results and a few other issues.

Enrolment:

We are now enrolling for September 2010 as we are now full across all  classes for 2009 unless we have cancellations or people leaving.   In this respect I would appreciate it if any family is leaving the area to let us know immediately as we still have a current waiting list of 25 children.   Please help us out here.
Trócaire:    As Lent 2009 comes to a close, lets hope you have all those Trócaire boxes filled up with any loose change to help rebuild the innocent lives torn apart by conflict.   Please send them in after the Easter holidays.   The last day for receipt of boxes will be 7th May 2009.
Spring Clean:
The Greenschool Committee with the help of the Parents’ Council took part in National Spring Clean on Saturday 28th March.  They did a great job cleaning up the Church grounds.   Thanks a million to the following children:
[image: image3.wmf]Darren Parle, Patrick Salley, Beverley Crean, Migle Ardrunaviciute, Natasha Goggins, Saoirse Woods, Liam, Mary and Lucy Kent, Joshua Dunne, Lisa Nicholson and David Hogan and, especially to the youngest volunteer, Oisín Woods (4 years of age).  
Thanks also to the adults who took part and bagged up so many bags of cans, bottles and rubbish.
Please help to keep this area tidy.

The Greenschool Committee will, once again, be organizing cycling safety lessons for the two fifth classes, hopefully, starting 
in November 2009.    Teachers and children found these lessons extremely worthwhile last year.  The children learned the rules of the road, bicycle control, hand signals, effective care of a bicycle and general safety and awareness when cycling.   This programme will be taught to the two fifth classes of 2009 (this year’s fourth classes) and costs €23 per head.   Last year this was funded totally by Government.   This year we are only getting €10 a head so we have to charge €13.   The tutor brings bicycles, helmets and safety gear.  It is a very worthwhile programme.
E.B.S. Handwriting Competition
       We had two winners in the County Final.
James Connolly and Annie Conroy:  Congratulations to both for this achievement.
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Farm Visit: Our mobile farm visit takes place for the junior classes on April 29th.   There will be a small charge to cover the cost of this.   When you see it I know you and your children will enjoy it.   Full details will be sent to the parents of children in the classes involved.
Coaching:   Hurling and Football continues with great success.  In this regard I would like to congratulate our coach Darren McGee on winning the All Ireland Football Final with Kilmacud Crokes on St. Patrick’s Day and on being selected as the “Player of the Final” and also, of course, for his continued  starring role in playing for mid field for Dublin.   It couldn’t happen to a nicer person!  Well done Darren!
