St.  Joseph’s  National School,
Templerainey,   Arklow. Co. Wicklow
Telephone:  0402 32984
Fax: 0402  29786

E-mail: iosefstaf.ias@eircom.net
             Web-site:  www.iosef.ie
Chairperson Board of Management:  Mr. Michael Mc Evoy

23rd. April 2007 
Dear Parents,

Easter 2007 has passed by and the school extension is now finished and officially opened and the school year is advancing quickly down the home straight.  The official opening was a great event in the life of the school and it can be viewed on www.iosef.ie
Staff meeting:  Our next Staff meeting is on Friday next April 27th and school will be closed at 1.30p.m. on that day.

Inservice:  Our next Inservice Day is Thursday May 10th when the teachers will be studying S.E.S.E. and there will be no school on that day. All Inservice dates are selected by the Dept. of Education and Science.

Bank Holidays:  Monday May 7th and Monday June 4th are bank holidays.  The school will be closed on these days.

School Planning: The final school-planning day will be Friday June 1st.

New Pupil Dates:  This year we will have 4 sessions and individual appointments were sent out for the following dates

Wednesday May 2nd, Friday May 4th, Tuesday  May 8th, Wednesday  May 9th
School Tours:  All tours are now nearly planned and we will be visiting such varies places as Kiora Farm, Kilmainham Jail, Fort Lucan Adventure Park, National Art Gallery, Glendalough, Avondale, UCD Sports Complex, Leisure Centre, The Zoo.  We will give you all timely notice of these tours.

School Web Site:  Please continue to visit our web site for all school information.

· For school Calendar, Holidays etc. visit www.iosef.ie
· For pictures of Smoothie Day visit www.iosef.ie
· For all news Letters visit www.iosef.ie
· For Official opening photos visit www.iosef.ie
· For Green School issues etc. visit www.iosef.ie
All school information is here and while we have lots of hits we encourage more people to use it instead of ringing Teresa for information which is on the website.

Good News:  Next year the Dept. of Education and Science has granted us another new classroom teacher.

Tests:  We have finished testing Senior Infants on Mist and have been in contact with some parents where necessary.  During the month of May we will be testing classes1st to 5th.

Book Grant:  I would encourage you to return the book grant forms to Mrs Clune immediately, as we must make returns to the Dept. of Education by Friday April 27th. If you think you are in one of the categories as laid down please fill it in and return.

Holy Communion:  First Holy Communion will be held on Saturday May 12th at 11.00 a.m. and we look forward to seeing over 60 children and their families celebrating on that day.  

Confirmation:  On Sunday May 27th, over 70 children will be confirmed by Abbott Ambrose Farrington O.C.S.O. at 2.00p.m. in St. Joseph’s Church.

Tesco Tokens:  Yes we continue to collect these.  We have over 50,000 sent in so far.  As usual we do not recommend to anyone where they should shop but if you do get these tokens from friends, relations or neighbours, please send them in as we can make good us of them.

Trocaire Boxes:  All Trocaire boxes are being collected on April 25th. We will not be accepting them after this date.

Dublin Castle: You can see our pictures of Sophie Ormonde Cummins who was a national winner in the WOW Art Competition on www.iosef.ie in the Green School section.  Congratulations to Sophie.

WOW:  Please continue to encourage your children to walk to school.  Park away from the school and walk some of the way.  The slogan for this National Project is ‘Park and Stride’
Healthy Eating:  Thanks a million to the 99% of pupils who are participating in the Healthy Lunches campaign while confining treats to Friday.

Summer Works:  During the summer months we are planning some further temporary classrooms in addition to replacing some more wooden windows.  All works will make life better and more comfortable for staff and pupils.

Election Day:  We await the announcement of Election Day and whether the school will be used as a venue for voting.  If the election is called for a school day, we will let you all know in good time. 

Go raibh maith agaibh

_______________________

Michael O’Callaghan 

Principal

