Templerainey Presbytery

Sea Road, Arklow

Co Wicklow.

Tel. (0402) 32153.

29 September 2005

Dear Parents & Guardians,
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Fr Vincent McDevitt, who served as priest in St Joseph’s church and school in Templerainey for two years, has now returned to work with his congregation (the “Holy Ghost Fathers”) in Navan. I am beginning now to take his place here; I have a lot to learn. 

As part of my work in this parish, I hope to be of service to the pupils and staff of the school. I have been in this parish of Avoca for four years, but up to now I have served mostly in Barranisky (Redcross National School) and Ballycoogue (Ballintemple National School). In each of those schools there are just two teachers, so St Joseph’s National School is quite a challenge!

If you think back to the time you spent in school yourself, and those who were in school with you, and the teachers you had – for some people the memory may be mostly happy; for some mostly unhappy. From my few visits to the school so far, it seems to me that there is a good spirit in the school (of course, the pupils always like the days when they do not need to come to school!)

First Communion and Confirmation:
 For pupils in Second and Sixth Classes, where some of the preparation for these takes place, I would like you to talk with your daughters and sons in those classes about whether you and they wish to prepare for these celebrations. It is not “automatic”, just because they happen to be in the class. I will be in touch with you in the coming month about coming to a meeting about this. In the meantime, if they are preparing for these events, it is important that they be familiar with what we do when we come together for Mass. It is important that you help and encourage them with this.


If you wish to contact me, my address and telephone number are at the top of the page; or you could call to the church any day after Mass.




Yours sincerely,













Pádraig McCarthy

For Catholics, when you were growing up yourselves, most of you may remember going to Mass on Sundays (or Saturday evenings) as a normal part of your life. I know that many families nowadays do not make this part of their lives. 


If you are one of those families, I would like you to know that you are always welcome to join us in St Joseph’s in Templerainey: we have Mass on Saturday evening at 7pm, and on Sunday at 11.30am.


We have Mass from Tuesday to Friday at 9.30am, just after school starts (except when we have a funeral); you are always welcome to join us. Mass on Mondays is at 7.30pm.





On next Thursday, 6th October, at 2pm, we celebrate Mass in St Joseph’s church with the classes from 2nd to 6th. 


You are most welcome to join us.














