Minutes of Parents Council Meeting, St Josephs Templerainey

Weds 29th Nov 2006

1. Attendees: 

Janet Kent, Federico Gaffney, Mary Dalton, Liz Kavanagh, Una Ward, Mella New, Grainne Caulfield, Deirdre McCarthy

2. Apologies etc:

Heather Redmond, Linda Quigley, Liz Horan, Mairead Mulhall

3. Committee members

Deirdre to contact Richard Joyce and Maeve McBride to verify 2006/07 committee membership.  Una to phone Deirdre Gregory, Geraldine Hamilton and Marioz Koztowski.

4. Photo – cheque presentation

A photo of the presentation from the parent’s council to Mr O’Callaghan was taken and will be posted on the school website.

5. Future Events / Possible talks

Some possible areas of interest were explored to promote the parents council and increase its profile:

· Possible talk on transition from primary to secondary school.  This is in the context of positive mental health/ stress management for parents and children.  Grainne to investigate from mental health awareness perspective; Deirdre to check short courses offered by the NPC / Accord programmes.

· Literacy classes for parents: Janet outlined that there is a voluntary service running in the Wexford Road; volunteers are needed to teach also.  Agreed that this would be covered in the next parent’s council newsletter.

· Visit to Shuttleknit centre in Wicklow:  this was suggested at class level, as it helps forge understanding between travelling and settled community, and offers a chance to see weaving, artwork and other industry first hand.  The centre is open daily 9-4 and other schools have visited successfully.

· Daytime English classes for international parents: through Arklow Education Centre – would it be possible to circulate flyers through pupils schoolbags.

· National parents council – what other courses do they offer?

· Suggestion box: canvass parents to see if there are other suggestions – tear off slip on letter.

6. Newsletter from Parent’s council

Need to find out when next school newsletter is being issued to avoid overlap - Mary to check.   Topics to include are:

· Introduce new committee

· Possible talks

· Seek feedback

· Social night

7. Fundraising 

· Linda has an idea which can be discussed at next meeting.

· Grainne – “Name the logos”– one page sheet of paper with various logos (possibly from local businesses),  fill in and return, say €5/ sheet.

· Bag packing – would need to book in January for Sept / October.  Need to bear in mind that full classes would not be allowed again, therefore it would be down to parents to participate.  It was felt that an alternative fundraiser for 2007 would be preferred.

· Draw – would need to have 3-6 people to sell tickets outside Pettits/ Tescos.  Plan for end September/ October time so as not to clash with Easter (maybe October).  1 good prize needed (perhaps a weekend away for after Christmas).  Garda clearance permit & permission from Tescos/ Pettits would be needed.  Mary to check with Mr O’Callaghan to see if acceptable; Janet to check availability with Tescos/ Pettits.

8. Social night

Booked for Friday 9th February 2007.

Prices are €12.50/head plus €450 room hire, and include finger food, tea & coffee. Bar services will be available to 12.30.

8.30 – 9p.m. start; Max 180 tickets, will need to be pre-sold.

Target price for tickets likely to be €20.

€200 deposit must be paid now to confirm.

DJ prices to be obtained: Liz will see if possible to get a list of DJs. 

Raffle to be held during night as a fundraiser?

Ticket printing: Deirdre to check with Linda to get a price for this.

9. AOB

Need to change over signatories on AIB account.

Deirdre/ Heather/ Mary D/ Janet will need to visit the AIB, must bring photo ID and utility bill.  This can be done at times that suit the individual.  The form will be held behind the customer services counter at the AIB.

10. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 9th January @ 8p.m.
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