Notes from Parents council meeting Tues 24th October 2006


Attendees:

Grainne Caulfield, Una Ward, Liz Kavanagh
, Heather Redmond, Deirdre McCarthy, Fiona Redmond, Mella New, Liz Horan, Linda Kinch, Mr O’Callaghan (Principal) 

Apologies:

Deirdre Gregory , Donal Breslin, Linda Quigley, Janet Kent, Mary Dalton, Sheila O’Keeffe, 

1. Welcome and overview – Grainne Caulfield

A welcome and introduction was given by Grainne as chairperson.  The role of the parent’s council was described as one of liaison between parents and the school.  The council is generally active in welcoming new pupils/parents to the school; fundraising for the school; helping with catering for communion and confirmation, involvement with the school sports day, and other activities to support and promote parents’ and childrens’ interests.

2.  Accounts – Heather Redmond

The accounts for 2005/06 were presented by Heather Redmond.  In summary these showed income of €17,244.77 (including the recent bag packing in Tescos), and expenditure of €15,298, leaving a closing balance of €1946.72.

This includes donations of approx €12,900 directly to St Joseph’s school towards improvements and projects undertaken by the school.

3.  School update report – Mr O’Callaghan

Mr O’Callaghan warmly thanked the parents council, and individual parents for their help in fundraising and support during the last year.  Help in undertaking bag packing, communion/confirmation teas and other activity was much appreciated.

Thanks were also given for the help given by children from the older classes during the recent bag packing in Tescos, their dedication helped to make the event a fundraising success.

The school now has 561 pupils and 40 staff.  Fundraising plays an important part, as while the Department of Education meets many costs there is a shortfall to be made up!

Highlights and major items for the school during 2005/06 included:

· St Josephs is the only school in the country to have been awarded a 4th green flag (for efficient waste management)  

· Awareness seminars for older children hosted during the year included Anti-bullying and Accord programmes.

· The computer room has 30 PCs, additional purchases were funded through parents’ council and school Easter raffle.  Printers and IT equipment upgrades are ongoing.

· The field at the rear of the school was fenced at a cost of €30,000 

· An additional 1/3 acre was purchased, and levelled at a cost of €25,000

· Jolly phonics literacy programme for junior classes were introduced: this was greatly assisted by a parental donation of €1,000 with the remainder sourced from parents Arts & Crafts payments.

· €6,000 spent on novels and graded readers for older classes.

· The teacher’s workstation in the main office was upgraded to make the space more accessible for teachers and parents dropping in to the office.

· Spending on CCTV has greatly reduced misuse of school grounds outside hours

· New furniture purchased and the building is undergoing maintenance and painting

· Sports gear purchased – partly using Tesco and SuperValu vouchers: many thanks to parents and children for collecting these.

Charitable fundraising:

· Mr O’Callaghan thanked all parents and children for donating to charities including the Pakastani earthquake appeal, Trocaire and the Darfur famine relief - over €6,000 altogether was raised.

Communication:

Mr O’Callaghan strongly promoted use of the school website, and reminded us that there is a parent’s council section on the site.  Brian O’Donnell can be contacted re updates to the site.  School newsletters are issued about every 6 weeks – keep an eye on the school bags!

Upcoming projects for the school:

· Would like to build an additional block of classrooms to replace prefabs currently in use, estimated cost c.€31,000; this is currently at the planning stage, and could be progressed during summer 2007 subject to funding

· Upgrading of toilet facilities

· Window replacement

· Levelling of pitches

· Purchase of additional cameras

4. Outgoing members

Thanks were given to the following outgoing members for their hard work and support over the years:

Donal Breslin, treasurer 2004-06

Sheila O’Keefe, committee member 2004-06

5. Election of officers and Committee Members

The following nominations were made and seconded for the 2006/07 committee:

· Heather Redmond: 
Treasurer

· Liz Kavanagh: 
Public Relations Officer (PRO)

· Deirdre McCarthy: 
Secretary (assisted by Linda Quigley)

· Grainne Caulfield:
Committee Member

· Una Ward:

Committee Member

· Liz Horan:

Committee Member

· Mella New:

Committee Member

The role of chairperson is currently vacant and must be filled in order to effect the parent’s council.

It was agreed by a show of hands that the following constitutional changes be made:

1. Nominees for chair person of the parents council currently must be pre-serving members of the existing committee; this is amended so a chairperson may be chosen from within the parents of children attending the school.

2. Agreement at a parents council meeting currently requires a quorum of 50% of committee plus 1; this is amended to the majority of those present at a meeting.

3. Currently a nominee for the committee must be present at the AGM in order to stand.  This is amended so that a nominee who cannot attend the AGM and presents apologies, may still be voted in during the meeting.

It is proposed that the parents be made aware that a chairperson is needed and a letter drafted to ask for volunteers from within the body of parents in the school.  It’s important that parents realise that the school really needs people to come forwards and join in.  

6.  Any Other Business

· Website page is available for the parent’s council: should start to use this for meeting minutes and other items to raise awareness

· Letter to be drafted for parents re looking for new chairperson

· Fundraising ideas for 2006/07:

· Raffle – using ‘dedicated’ ticket sellers at one of the supermarkets

· Linda has another idea – all will be revealed at the next meeting!

· 100 club – need to clarify licensing on this one

· Social aspects of the parents council:  Would like to bring the social side back to life so that parents can be involved in getting to know each other, when not caught up in the mayhem of school runs!  

· Possibility of offering evening events/ talks in the school hall

· Grainne has obtained pricing to hold a social night in the Arklow Bay in Feb/Mar next year.  Depending on whether downstairs or upstairs used, prices for finger food and a DJ for the night would probably be about €15 per ticket.  It was felt that this would offer an opportunity for people to enjoy themselves.

·  Tracksuits: Possibility of a changeover in tracksuit have been researched extensively and discussed at several Board of Mgt meetings. The whole process of changes to uniform is difficult: in reaching common agreement on a change; notifying suppliers who order stock nine months ahead of demand; and in effecting the change.  It generally takes about three years to replace a tracksuit style, by the time all pupils replace existing tracksuits.  This is due for discussion again in November’s Board of Management meeting.  Mr O’Callaghan asked parents to please bear with the process.

· Rules on jewellery in school: It was felt that the current ‘no jewellery’ rule can be harsh on those with newly pierced ears who need to keep earrings in place – however Mr O’Callaghan explained that a blanket ruling was needed due to prevent ongoing problems with loss of jewellery and phones. This is consistent with other schools in this area.

· Parking enforcement: The dangers of parking were discussed and recognised but enforcement is proving difficult.

· WOW (Walking on Wednesdays)

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 14th November at 8 p.m.
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